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And what kind of books do

vou like to read?

I like to read novels, all kinds
ially those

written by famous writers.

And do you have a favourite

writer?

Well, in my view, climate probably
has quite a lot to do with the way
we design and build our houses.
For instance, in ¢ountries where
it snows a lot, we can easily find
houses built with a steep roof so
that snow can't seltle on the roof,

and you know, damage the roof.
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Score processing, reporting, and interpretation

All IELTS marking takes place at the test centre by trained markers and examiners. Markers
are trained to understand the IELTS marking policy and are required to demonstrate that
they are marking to standard before they are allowed to mark Listening and Reading tests.
Markers are retested every two years to ensure that their marking remains up to standard.
Systematic monitoring and double marking of a proportion of answer sheets are carried out

at each administration.

Examiners for the Writing and Speaking tests are recruited and trained in line with agreed
standards. They are required to demonstrate that they are marking to standard every two

years in addition to ongoing monitoring of their performance.

Candidates receive scores on a Band Scale from 1 to 9. A score is reported for each subtest.
The four individual subtest scores are averaged and rounded to produce an Overall Band
Score. The Overall Band Score and the four individual subtest scores are reported in whole or
half band, e.g. 6.5, 7.0, 7.5, 8.0.

Overall Band Score

Candidates receive a Test Report Form setting out their Overall Band Score and their scores
on each of the four subtests: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. Each of the subtest
scores is equally weighted. The Overall Band Score is calculated by taking the mean of the
total of the four individual subtest scores.

As mentioned earlier, the Overall Band Score is reported in whole or half band. For the
avoidance of doubt, the following rounding convention applies: if the average across the four
subtests ends in .25 or above, it is rounded up to the next half band; if it ends in .75 or above,
it is rounded up to the next whole band; if it ends in .125, it is rounded down to the previous
whole band; if it ends in .625, it is rounded down to the previous half band.

Thus, a candidate achieving 6.5 for Listening, 6.5 for Reading, 5.0 for Writing, and 7.0 for
Speaking will be awarded an Overall Band Score of 6.5 (25 + 4 = 6.25 = Band 6.5).

Likewise, a candidate achieving 4.0 for Listening, 3.5 for Reading, 4.0 for Writing, and 4.0 for
Speaking will be awarded an Overall Band Score of 4.0 (15.5 + 4 = 3.875 = Band 4.0).

Similarly, a candidate achieving 6.5 for Listening, 6.0 for Reading, 6.0 for Writing, and 6.0 for
Speaking will be awarded an Overall Band Score of 6.0 (24.5 + 4 = 6.125 = Band 6.0).

# 8 — Intensive IELTS Speaking www.nhantriviet.com



Listening and Reading

The IELTS Listening and Reading tests contain 40 questions, and each correct answer is
awarded one mark; the maximum raw score a candidate can achieve on a test is 40. Band
scores ranging from Band 1 to Band 9 are awarded to candidates on the basis of their raw
scores.

Although all IELTS test materials are pretested and trialled before being released as actual
tests, there are inevitably minor differences in the difficulty level across tests. In order to
equate different test versions, the band score boundaries are set so that all candidates’ results
relate to the same scale of achievement. This means, for example, that the Band 6 boundary
may be set at a slightly different raw score across versions.

The table below indicates the mean raw scores achieved by candidates at various levels in each
of the Listening, Academic Reading, and General Training Reading tests, and it provides an

indication of the number of marks required to achieve a particular band score.

Listening Academic Reading General Training Reading
 Band Score | RawScore | Band Score | Raw Score | Band Score | Raw Score
i = [ outof40 | | outof40 i R ~out of 40

5 16 5 15 4 15
6 23 6 23 5 23
7 30 7 30 6 30
8 35 8 35 7 34

The Academic and General Training modules are graded to the same scale. The distinction
between the two modules is about genre or discourse types. The Academic module may con-
tain source texts featuring more difficult vocabulary or greater complexity of style. It is usual
that, to secure a given band score, a greater number of questions must be answered correctly

on a General Training Reading test.

Writing and Speaking

When marking the Writing and Speaking tests, examiners use detailed performance descrip-
tors which describe written and spoken performance at each of the 9 IELTS bands.

www.nhantriviet.com Intensive IELTS Speaking — 9




Writing

Examiners award a band score for each of the four criteria: Task Achievement (for Task 1)
or Task Response (for Task 2), Coherence and Cohesion, Lexical Resource, and Grammatical
Range and Accuracy. The four criteria are equally weighted.

Speaking

Examiners award a band score for each of the four criteria: Fluency and Coherence, Lexical
Resource, Grammatical Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. The four criteria are equally
weighted.
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I. Overview

The IELTS Speaking test is the same for both Academic and General Training modules.
It is different from the other modules of the IELTS test because it is a one-to-one interaction
between a candidate and an examiner. The three parts of the test aim at assessing the candi-
date’s communication skill. In any actual test, the Speaking test is recorded.

The Speaking Test Format

Task description

Part 1 - Introduction  4-5 minutes The examiner introduces himself or herself and
and Interview confirms the candidate’s identity by asking ques-
tions about the candidate. Next, the examiner

asks the candidate several questions of familiar

topics.
Part 2 - Individual 3—4 minutes  The examiner asks the candidate to speak for
Long Turn 1-2 minutes on a particular topic. Information is

given on a card and the candidate has 1 minute
to prepare before he/she starts. The examiner
asks one or two questions after the candidate’s

presentation.
Part 3 - Two-way 4-5 minutes  The examiner invites the candidate to participate
Discussion in a discussion of a more abstract topic related to

the topic on the card in Part 2.

l. Part 1

Part 1 involves a general introduction. Here, the examiner checks that he or she has the
right person by confirming the candidate’s name, origin, and identification. This part is also
designed to help the candidate relax and it takes only a few seconds. The examiner may start
with the following:

Ev
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Good morning, my name is Andrew. Can you tell me your full name, please? Or:
What should I call you? Or:

OK, can I see your identification, please?

Then, the examiner will ask the candidate about familiar topics, such as studies or jobs,

name, home town, family, as shown in the box below.

Your studies and job
Studies: subjects studied, why you're studying, things you like/dislike about your course,
what qualification you will gain, etc.

Job: main responsibilities of job, things you like/dislike about i, etc.

Your name, family and home town

Name: who gave it to you, any special'meaning, etc.

Family: family member, location and appearance of your family home, etc.

Home town: whereabouts, notable features, weather, etc.

You may also be asked about familiar topics in life, for example, free-time activities,
language learning, future plans, etc.

® Free-time activities: hobbies and interests, shopping and fashion, reading, music and
TV, sports and exercise, etc.

® Culture: holidays and festivals, birthday, wedding, food, punctuality, transport, etc.
® Language learning: how long, most difficult aspect of language learning, etc.

2. Part 2

Part 2 is the individual long turn talk. It provides an opportunity for the candidate to
deliver a long, uninterrupted response. The examiner will give the candidate a cue card with a
subject such as education, family, work, interests, and lifestyle and some cues or a few guiding
questions on the card. These questions are short and the structure of the questions is simple.

@ 14 — Intensive IELTS Speaking www.nhantriviet.com



TOPIC CARD

Describe a teacher who has greatly influenced you in your education.

You should say

who the teacher is
what subject he / she taught

what was special about him / her

and explain why the teacher influenced you so much.

The candidate is provided with a piece of paper and a pencil in order to make some brief
notes for his or her talk.

Possible notes

Mr. Le Nam

sports

nice

national velleyball team

encourage students

interested in everyone

never give up

~ The candidate must talk for 1 to 2 minutes on this topic. He or she is expected to demon-

strate an ability to construct a long sample of English of about 200 words. The examiner will
evaluate the candidate’s fluency and coherence, lexical resource, grammatical range, and
pronunciation.

The teacher that really influenced me a lot was Mr. Le Nam. He was the sports
teacher when I was in high school.

He was in his thirties at that time and I'd say all my classmates admired him be-
cause he was kind of a hero to us and also because he was very nice. As far as I can
remember, one thing that was special about him was that he'd been on the national
volleyball team. I don't think he ever actually won a medal or anything like that. But
for us, just the fact that he used to represent our country was really something. Actu-
ally, he was a very good teacher, very responsible and dedicated, you know.

www.nhantriviet.com Intensive IELTS Speaking — 15 Y



I guess the thing he taught me was to have a fighting spirit. I mean he always
encouraged us to do our best in sport, even if we were terrible at it. He used to
say “It doesn't matter if you win or not. The important thing is to do your best and
keep going." He also taught us a lot about health and maintaining a positive attitude
towards life. And compared to other teachers, he seemed to be more interested in
everyone. Luckily, we still keep in touch and I often go to see him on holidays.

After the candidate’s talk, the examiner will ask 1 or 2 brief questions in order to finish off
this part, which takes about 3—4 minutes.

Possible questions:

a. Do your classmates like Mr. Le, too?
b. How much time did you spend on sports classes every week in high school?

Common topics

People: family members, friends, film stars, sports stars, neighbours, teachers, a happy/

successful person; children, a character in a TV programme or a film, etc.

Places: rooms and buildings, a place you would like to visit, a natural place, a lake or

a river, a shop, a supermarket, a garden or a park, etc.

Objects & Animals: a gifi, an old object, an expensive thing you want to buy, a

vehicle you want to have, a card or a letter, a photo, a toy, an animal, a book, etc.

Culture & Education: a way to relax, a special meal, a dish, a sport, a TV programme,

a film, an advertisement, a website, a subject, newspapers or magazines, a wedding,

important changes, a story you heard when you were a child, a cultural difference, etc.

Events: sporting events, family events, a long-distance trip, happy events in your
childhood, a project you finished with others, an exhibition, the first day in school /at

work, etc.

R
4
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3. Part 3

Part 3 is the most complex testing part. Here, the examiner will prompt and lead the can-
didate to a series of questions on the topic spoken about in Part 2. For example, in Part 2,
you have described a favourite teacher and in Part 3, you will possibly talk about education
in your country.

Possible questions:

a. How has education changed in your country in the last 10 years?
b. What changes do you foresee in the next 50 years?

Some other Part 2-related questions may be:

How do the expectations of today's school graduates compare with those of the previ-

ous generation?
How beneficial do you think it is to group students according to their level of ability?

What can be done to solve the problems in your education system you mentioned

JUSt now?

What qualities are required of a good teacher?

These questions are usually more demanding and require some critical analysis on the part
of the candidate who will be scored on how effectively he / she can develop the abstract ideas
on the IELTS Speaking test.

The examiner is still in control but allows the candidate to produce long utterances or
discuss the questions. These questions and discussions may take 4 or 5 minutes.

Some common questions in Part 3 may be classified into the following topics:

computers’ effects, communication tools, Internet

preserving traditions (architecture, handicraft, festivals, cooking, etc.)

the importance of cultural events

education

environment, wildlife conservation, pollution

public transport

B i
i
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celebrities’ role in society

the ethics and qualities of journalism
advertising

TV's effects on children and family

censorship

family, generation gap, friendship

human nature (happiness, etc.), older people and children

gender differences

4
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II. Marking Criteria

When assessing a candidate’s oral skill, the examiner will use detailed performance descrip-
tors based on the four criteria below:

1. Fluency and Coherence

Fluency refers to the way a candidate communicates in English. It doesn’t mean the faster
the candidate speaks, the better. Fluency means a steady flow of speech. Another key issue is
how well ideas are put together and what kind of structures are used to connect one idea or
one sentence to another.

2. Lexical Resource

Lexical resources refer to the vocabulary the candidate uses. The interviewer will see if the
candidate uses limited or a wide range of vocabulary in his/ her speech and if he /she uses
the words in the correct way or not. The interviewer also examines the flexibility and variety
of the candidate’s vocabulary, i.e. if he /she has different choices of words to use or has to
repeat the same limited number of words from time to time.

3. Grammatical Range and Accuracy

The interviewer will be looking to see if the candidate uses English grammar properly in
speech. Does he/ she use the correct tense when talking about things in different time? The
interviewer will also examine the variety of sentence patterns the candidate uses, i.e. if the

candidate demonstrates the ability of using both simple and complex sentence structures.

4, Pronunciation

The interviewer will see if the candidate speaks with reasonably understandable English
pronunciation and how close his / her pronunciation, intonation and rhythms are to those of

a native speaker of English.

i d
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[. Common Speaking Shortcomings

1. Giving short answers

Unprepared candidates tend to answer with Yes or No only or other similar one-word

answers. In this way, they cannot convince the examiner of their ability of English.

2. Using broad generalisations

Some candidates give too many broad generalisations when giving answers. Also, some
others frequently use the expression such as when listing, which both takes time and expresses

nonsense.

3. Talking about complex subjects

When giving answers, some candidates may try to express ideas or concepts that they do

not really understand.

4. Getting stuck on vocabulary

Candidates may often get stuck on vocabulary but they are not able to describe what they

mean by using a phrase or a sentence to express themselves.

5. Giving rote answers

This is the most common problem examiners usually encounter in the IELTS Speaking

test.

Certain candidates memorise set responses which will make them sound false and as if
they are making a speech.

6. Using incorrect tenses or personal pronouns

Incorrect tenses or confusing personal pronouns are often used by candidates during the

test.

4
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7. Paying too much attention to grammar and pronunciation

Many non-native speakers attending an IELTS interview are worried very much about
making mistakes in their grammar and pronunciation, so they cannot communicate effect-
ively though the examiner will, after all, expect some mistakes as English is their foreign
language and people naturally make mistakes or errors.

II. Preparation

Before the intended test day

Many learners preparing for the IELTS Speaking test worry how they can achieve their
goal. The best way and also the only way is to do plenty of practice before the actual test.
Below are some suggestions you should follow.

1. Enhance your English communication skill

You should try to enhance your communication skill in the following ways.

i. Expose yourself to everyday topics as often discussed in newspapers or on radio and TV
programmes. Make it your habit to read newspaper and magazine articles, particularly those that
discuss issues and contain arguments and opinions. Also, listen to radio discussions and watch
interviews on current affairs programmes on the television. Not only does this give you some
excellent listening practice, but it will build your background knowledge for the issues that may
come up in both the Speaking and the Writing tests. Choose an issue. Record all the vocabulary
you will need to discuss that issue — note words raised in the news articles or programmes (TV,
radio, newspapers). Try to do one of these every day. When you consider an issue, decide what
would be your position on the issue, especially the steps you will need to take to reach your
desired position and how you would overcome any possible problems in discussing it. Be pre-
pared to use descriptive and comparative language. Also, practise using conditional sentences to

discuss, for instance, hypothetical issues from a broad or world view.

ii. Get a friend to ask you the questions and practise giving long, full answers. Do this again
and again. It does not matter if you do the same question frequently, as you will give better and
better answers with more and more information. The more often you practise this, the better you

will get.
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iii. If you do not have a friend who can do this, then you can do it by yourself. You just look
at your list and imagine that someone has asked you the question. Then, off you go. You can do
this at home: you can talk to the cat, the mirror, or do it on the way driving to work. It may feel
a bit strange at first (talking by yourself), but it works and you will improve. You do not have to
do either method i or ii, you can mix both. It all helps.

On the test day

Below are some suggestions you should apply on your test day.

1. Look your best

Although people are not supposed to ‘judge the book by its cover’, some people uncon-
sciously tend to do that. If you do not look credible enough, they may not even start listening
to what you have to say. You do not need to wear gowns or tuxedos, but simply wear clothes
fit for the occasion. Your clothes should be neat and free of wrinkles, not too loud that people
would rather stare at it than you. You should be pleasant-looking, not only paying attention

to your clothes but your faces and gestures as well.

2. Be humble

You should admit it when you make a mistake during your talk and apologise for that
mistake. There are times you may forget a certain term. Instead of pausing for a long time or
using a word you are not sure of, it is better to ask your examiner. Examiners would appreci-
ate your humility and even relate to you more because they know you are just like them, a

human capable of making mistakes and forgetting things.

3. Be self-confident

It is understandable that you will be under considerable tension created by the examination
situation. Almost everyone is nervous when they speak in public or in testing situations. High
levels of anxiety can, in fact, affect a candidate’s performance. However, much of this anxiety
can be overcome by good preparation, familiarity with test details and a positive attitude. You
should believe in what you are saying. If you do not sound convinced by what you say, you
cannot expect anyone to believe it. It is important that you are relaxed when taking this test.
Nevertheless, take a deep breath and try to look self-assured. The examiner is trying to assess
your language communication capabilities. He /She will not be able to assess you unless you
speak up.

As this is a face-to-face interview, you should also show positive body language and a
confident posture.
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4. Relax and speak as confidently as you can

Candidates who are not able to participate fully in the conversation may not achieve their
potential band score. This may be because they have not been able to demonstrate the level
of language they are capable of producing.

Maintain eye contact with the examiner. Although theoretically you could speak great
English with your head down, the fact is you may not come across as confident. Although
there is no mark for confidence, you need to present yourself in as positive ways as possible.

5. Use hesitation devices

The most important thing which will help you in the Speaking test is to use English in
everyday conversations. While waiting for collecting ideas to express yourself, you may use

some useful “fluency fillers” below.

1. I mean, you know, you see, what I mean is that used to explain what you have just
mentioned
Example:
We are wasting our time. I mean/You know/You see/What I mean is that we spend most
our time not living in the moment. We are either regretting the past or worrying about the
future.

2. By the way, talking of, speaking of used to introduce a new point or to change the topic
you are speaking about
Examples:
My mother does most of the cooking at home. She cooks really delicious food. By the way,

my favourite food is hot pot.

My favourite month of the year is September, with the blue sky, fresh air and many holi-
days. Speaking of holidays, Christmas is coming.

3. Anyway, anyhow used to come back to a certain point you have previously mentioned

Example: Anyway, to answer your last question, I do love classical music.

4. As far as I know, as far as I can see, as far as I'm concerned used to show your own
viewpoint

Example: A lot bas been lost and, as far as I can see, little has been gained.
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6. Use correct tenses, a variety of grammatical structures, and linking devices

When giving answers, you should try to use various tenses that are accurate. In addition,
compound and complex sentences employed correctly will be highly evaluated. Lastly, do
not forget to add appropriate linking devices to make your talk sound coherent and natural.

7. Expand on topics

Most questions will be open questions rather than closed questions. An open question
gives the candidate a chance to give an extended answer. You, hence, make use of this oppor-
tunity to show how good your English is. Try and give as full an answer as you can so that
you show the examiner that you are comfortable at talking at length and can communicate
well. Without your talking input, the examiner cannot grade you very well.

Part 1 Tips

Part 1 is known as Introduction and Interview, which lasts 4-5 minutes. Firstly, the
examiner will greet you and then introduce himself or herself and check your identity. Next,
the examiner will ask some simple ‘getting-to-know-you’ questions which will help him or her
not only to find out a little about you but also to help put you at ease. You should bear in mind
that the best way to take the Speaking test is to be relaxed and speak naturally. Importantly,
giving full, relevant answers to the examiner’s questions at this phase will create a good start
for your Speaking test.

The following tips will greatly help you.

1. Avoid giving short, uncommunicative replies to closed questions

Most questions in this part will be open questions rather than closed questions. But if the
examiner asks you closed questions (namely, questions beginning with Have you ..., Do you
v, Is it ..., etc. and generally answered by a single word, a Yes or No, or a couple-of-words

answer), remember to give a direct answer and then expand it.

Examples:
Q: Where are you from?

A: I'm from Ho Chi Minh City. (Don’t stop here. Go on speaking!) It’s the biggest city in
the south of Vietnam. It’s not only a modern city but also has a lot of history. In fact,

it’s a lovely place to live.

7
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Q: Have you visited any English speaking countries?

A: Yes. (Don’t stop here. Go on speaking!) I went to England last year and spent two
weeks seeing the sights. A couple of years ago, I went to Singapore with my parents and

had a great time.

Q: Do you play any sports?
A: No. (Don't stop here. Go on speaking!) I'm not really interested in playing sports. I like
watching sport on TV and I really enjoyed keeping up with the Olympics recently.

However, do not just ramble on in order to keep talking. You need to be coherent and able
to take turns.

2. Offer examples to help you to explain a statement

An open question gives a chance for a candidate to give an extended answer, so give more
information by describing and explaining.

Example:

Q: Why are you preparing for the IELTS test?

A: Because I need it for my studies. (Don’t stop here. Go on speaking!) I've been offered a
place at a university in England to do an MBA and I need to show my level of English.

Q: Can you tell me about your family?

With this question, you have to give an extended answer, and of course, the examiner
hears plenty of English which will help him or her to evaluate you. So, make good use of the
opportunity to show your command of English.

3. Respond naturally to some “social English”

A certain examiner may say something which seems to help you to feel relaxed. You,
therefore, should not be confused but try to respond naturally and appropriately.

Examples:

Q: How did you come here today?
A: [ came here by bus/taxi/bicycle.

Q: It’s a nice day today, isn’t it?
A: Yes, it is. It’s the best season of the year.

Q: Your T-shirt looks beautiful!

A: Thanks. This is my favourite one.
™
&
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Part 2 Tips

Part 2 is called Long Turn, which lasts between 3 and 4 minutes (including 1 minute’s

preparation time). The examiner gives you a topic card and you have to speak about the topic

without interruption for between 1 and 2 minutes.

Topic cards

Example 1

Describe your favourite type of weather.

You should say
what the type of weather is
how often you experience this type of weather

what you like doing in this weather

and explain why it is vour favourite type of weather.

Example 2

Talk about something vou use to help you in your studies.

You should say
what it looks like
what it does

how often you use this object

and explain why it is important to you.

The following tips will greatly help you.

. Use your 1 minute’s preparation time wisely and make notes of the points you would like
to make

. Organise your talk

Your talk should be well organised. Typically, for the second topic card above, the intro-

duction will include the object itself and maybe a brief description. The main body of your
talk should describe its functions. Then, you should go on to talk about how often you use it.
You can then end with an explanation of why the object is so important.
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3. Try to avoid giving a very dry, unimaginative introduction

You should not start by saying something unimaginative, such as The object I'm going to
describe is ... Do use a memorable start, for example: If I was about to lose everything and
could only save one thing, it would be my ..., or I've got several things that mean a lot to me,
but the one that really stands out is my ...

4. Expand your answers

You should say as much as you can about the points given in the topic card so that you
can fill up your one or two minutes’ talk.

Notes

® [f you are concerned about not having enough to talk about for | to 2 minutes or run-
- o L
ning out of time before you have finished, you have to practise as often as possible.

Time yourself and ask a friend for teedback.

® One of the things you must do in both parts of the Speaking test is to employ a wide

range of grammatical structures and vocabulary.

Part 3 Tips

Part 3 is called Discussion, which lasts between 4 and 5 minutes. It is the most complex
testing part. In this part, the examiner will prompt and lead the candidate to a series of
questions on the topic spoken about in Part 2. These questions will be more demanding and
require some critical analysis on the part of the candidate. You will be scored on how effect-
ively you can develop the abstract ideas on the IELTS Speaking test.

Note that in Part 1 of the test, questions cannot be changed or reworded. In Part 3, there
is more flexibility. If you do not understand a word in the question, or the question itself, it

is possible for you to ask for repetition or clarification.

Your final score may mostly be decided by your performance in this part. Thus, do as best
as possible without trying too hard or getting yourself into problems.
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You will certainly impress the examiner if you apply some useful tips below:

. Do not repeat what you have talked about in Part 2 since the questions in Part 2 relate
more to your personal experience while Part 3 requires more general, extended, or in-
depth responses.

. Develop language that is appropriate for the task. For example, employing phrases such
as similar to or different from are useful for a comparison and contrast topic.

. If you need time to collect your thoughts, use expressions like That’s a good question, Well,
let me think ...

. Do avoid answers with only Yes/No. Try to come up with complete answers, offer
examples to back up a certain statement, or expand your ideas as much as you can.

. If the examiner asks a question that you do not understand, take control of the situation
with questions such as those that appear below. Responding like this will show evidence
of your communication skills.

a) If the examiner uses a word or phrase that you do not understand, say something like:
Sorry, but could you explain what you mean by ...7
I haven’t come across that word/expression before. Could you explain what you

mean?t

b) If you simply did not hear something that was asked, respond with:
Excuse me, I didn’t quite catch that. Could you say that again?
I'm sorry, but would you mind repeating that?

¢) If you want to make sure you have understood what the examiner has asked, you could
say:
Do you mean ...7
When you say ...¢
Are you asking ...?

. Do not memorise answers in preparation for the test. The examiner will hear that you are
not speaking naturally and will change the topic.

. Use a wide range of lexis and structures in your talk as this is one of the major marking

criteria.

. Maintain eye contact with the examiner. You need to present yourself in a confident way
by looking directly into his/her eyes.
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. Part 1 Typical Questions

Confirmation

Good morning, my name is Jake. Could you tell me your full name, please?
And what shall I call you?
Can I see your identification, please?

Does your name have any special meaning?

MBS B R

Do you work or are you a student?

Topics

What is your major?
Why did you choose your major?
How do you like your major?

v ox® N e

What do you like most about your studies?

10. Is there anything you don’t like about your studies?

11. How do you like your life in the university?

12. Is your university a good place to study in?

13. What do you think of the training you got in the university?

14. How was your high school experience?

15. Where do you work?

16. When do you go to work every day?

17. How do you get to work?

18. What do you do for a living?

19. What are some of your responsibilities? I mean, what does your job involve?

20. Tell me about a typical day at work. What do you do on a daily basis?

21. How do you like your job? .

: |
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22. What do you like most about your job?

23. TIs there anything you don’t like about your job?
24. Which part of the day do you like best?
25. What made you decide to get into this field?

26. Whereabouts is your home town?

27. Let’s talk about your home town or village. What kind of place is it?

28. Could you tell me something about your home town?

29. What kinds of landscape are there in your home town?

30. What are the main tourist attractions in your home town?

31. What are the people like in your home town?

32. What place in your home town do you like best and tell me why?

33. What places in your home town might a visitor be interested in visiting, and tell me why?
34. Do you think your home town is a good place for a young person to live?

35. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in your home town?

Accommodation

36. Tell me about the kind of accommodation you live in.

37. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the kind of housing you live in?

38. Which do you prefer, a flat or a house?

39. Which floor do you live on, and what are the advantages and disadvantages of living on
that floor?

40. Can you tell me something about your family?

41. What do your family members do for a living?

42. What do you and your family like to do together?

43. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of big families?
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Hobbies and Spare Time

44, What kind of hobbies do you have?
45. How did you become interested in your hobby?

46. What do you do in your spare time?

47. Do you like to be with a group of people or alone when you're free?
48. How do you spend your weekends?

49. How do you spend your free time?

50. What kinds of things do you like doing when you’re not working?

51. Do you like doing these things with a group of friends or by yourself?

Reading

52. What kinds of books do you like to read in your spare time?
53. Do you like reading books and newspapers?

54. Where do you like to read books?

55. Do you discuss the books you read with friends?

56. Is reading popular in your country with young people?

57. What is your favourite sport?

58. Why do you like it so much?

59. What sports are played in your country?

60. What is the most popular sport in your country?

61. What are the sports facilities like in your home town?

Films and TV

62. Do you often go to the cinema/theatre?

63. Which cinema do you often go to?

64. Do you prefer to watch films in the cinema or at home?

65. Do you like to watch alone or with your friends?

66. What kind of films do you like?

67. Who's your favourite film star? Can you describe him/her to me?
68. Do you often watch TV? What'’s your favourite programme?

4
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69. How often do you listen to music?
70. What kind of music do you like?

Clothing

71. What kind of clothing do you like best?

72. What kind of clothing is popular in Vietnam?

73. What kind of clothing do children usually wear?

74. What does traditional clothing in Vietnam look like?

75. How do older people feel about younger people’s clothing?

76. What sort of accommodation would you most like to live in when you get to England?

77. What problems or difficulties do you think you may have in Britain/Canada/Australia?

78. Can you imagine what life in Britain/Canada/Australia will be like?

79. What do you want/intend to study?

80. Which university are you going to study at?

81. Why did you choose this university?

82. What are your plans in Britain/Canada/Australia/ New Zealand?

83. What are you going to major in?

84. What kind of differences in the cultures are you expecting between Vietnam and New
Zealand?

85. What do you intend to do after you graduate?

86. Are there any special places you want to see in Canada? What are they?

87. What kind of things do you want to do in Canada that you can’t do here?

88. What are your goals in life?

Foreign Language Studies

89. How long have you been studying English?
90. Do you think English is important for Vietnam?
91. What do you think of English?

A\
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92. What is most rewarding about learning a foreign language?
93. What do you think is the best way to study English?
94. What aspect of English do you find the most difficult?

95. What is the climate like in your home town?

96. What is the weather like in Hanoi?

97. How would you compare the climate in your home town with other cities?

98. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the weather in your home town?
99. What is your favourite type of weather in your home town?

100. What kind of food and dishes do people eat in your home town?
101. What is the main food in Vietnam?

102. In what ways has the diet of people in your country been changing?
103. How has your diet changed?

104. Tell me about the biggest traditional festival in your country./What's the biggest
traditional festival in your country?

105. What do you do during the Tet holiday?

106. Can you describe one of the main festivals celebrated in your country?

Changes

107. What changes have taken place in your home town in the last 20 years?
108. Has your life changed in the last 10 years, and if so, in what ways?

109. Is there anything you’d like to change in your life?

110. How different is your life from the lives of your parents?

111. Has tourism changed Vietnam very much?

112. Has the transport changed over the past 20 years in Vietnam?

7
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Travel and Holiday

113. Do you enjoy travelling?

114. What do you usually do on your holidays?

115. Is there anywhere you would particularly like to visit on your holidays? Where and why?

116. Let’s talk a little about travelling and transport. For a long trip, how do you prefer to
travel?

117. Which type of transport do you usually use in your home town?
118. Which type of transport do you prefer for travelling long distances?
119. What’s the traffic situation like in your home town?

Buildings

120. Does your home town have a lot of modern buildings or are they mostly traditional?
121. Which buildings do you prefer to look at?

122. Could you describe the traditional architecture of your country?

123. How important are birthdays in your country?

124. How do Vietnamese people celebrate their birthdays?

125. Do you like to celebrate your birthday with your parents or with your friends?
126. What do children get for their birthdays in your country?

127. Which is the most important birthday for a Vietnamese?

0
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© Questions & Suggested Answers

1. Good morning, my name is Jake. Could you tell me your full name, please?

My full name is

2. And what shall I call you?
Most people call me

3. Can I see your identification, please?

Yes, here is my identification.

4. Does your name have any special meaning?

Yes, my name does have some special meaning. My first name means “peace”. My Eng-
lish name was given to me by one of my high school teachers, and it does not have any

special meaning really.

5. Do you work or are you a student?
a. I'm a student. I'm doing computer science at the National University.

b. T work for a large European car maker. I work on car design. In fact, I run the Design
Department.

6. What is your majors
I major in Accounting, which is part of the School of Business at my university. I mainly

study the international accounting system as it relates to foreign trade.

7. Why did you choose your major?
Because I've always enjoyed working with computers, and I was always good at maths.
I was fortunate to have a computer in my home when I was in high school, and I spent
quite a lot of time just playing around on the computer. My parents bought me all sorts
of books on computer programming, and I just started to read them and pick up the ideas

in them.
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8. How do you like your major?

a. I enjoy it, actually. I didn’t know that much about it before I studied it, but I'm
glad I chose it because it suits me a lot. My father actually suggested that I major in
Accounting, because he thought that I'd enjoy it. too.

b. I don’t like it at all. I wish I could switch to a different one, but it’s next to impossible
to change majors. I just hope that when I get a job, I won’t have to do a lot of work

related to my major.

9. What do you like most about your studies?

I just like learning the principles, and I like solving problems successfully. I also like

getting to know my classmates and working with them.

10. Is there anything you don’t like about your studies?
Generally, I like my subjects, but I hate the examination system. There are too many
examinations, and most of the time we have to memorize lots of things in books. I'm not
very good at that and I find it’s a waste of time and energy. Other than that, I quite enjoy

my time at school.

11. How do you like your life in the university?
a. I don’t like it very much. The dormitory’s very crowded, the food is tasteless and my
teachers aren’t very inspiring. When I was a high school student, I was looking for-
ward to university life so much. I'm quite disappointed because it’s really not what I

expected.

b. Ilike it a lot. Sometimes it is a little hard to live in the university, but I have made
many good friends and I enjoy my major. It was hard at first to live apart from my
parents, but I think that it has been a good change for me. I am much more independ-
ent and more able to deal with troubles on my own. My courses are mostly interesting
too, so I'm glad that I chose the major I did.

12. Is your university a good place to study in?
Oh. sure. The university is quite a prestigious one, famous for its teaching quality. But
what I like best is the library, which is said to have the biggest collection of books on
horticulture. I can always find something exciting when I study in the library.

13. What do you think of the training you got in the university?

a. I think most of my courses will be helpful in the future. My university has tried very
hard to keep up to date with the latest developments in our field. There were some

% compulsory classes that I didn’t like, such as politics and history, but overall, T think
%
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I was provided with a pretty good education. I don’t think it’s possible to learn every-
thing you need to know about a future career, but I'm satisfied my courses have given
me a good start.

b. I don’t think it was very good. There were some compulsory classes that I had no
interest in. Also, our facilities were not very modern, so there were many things we
couldn’t do.

14. How was your high school experience?

a. I had a good high school experience because I was at a good school, and I made so
many good friends there. I think I was lucky to have good teachers.

b. I think my high school experience was not a happy one because I seemed to always be
under a lot of pressure, and for some reason I always seemed to have bad luck. When

I got to university, my luck started to improve.

15. Where do you work?

I work in the main office of FPT Software Company. It’s located in the E-town building,
Tan Binh District, Ho Chi Minh City. I've been working there since 2000.

16. When do you go to work every day?

I am required to get to work at 8:00 o’clock, but sometimes I get there at 7:30 o’clock, or
even earlier.

17. How do you get to work?

I drive a car. I own a Toyota, and each morning I have to fight through the traffic. Some-
times I wonder if having a car is really worth it.

18. What do you do for a living?
I'm an engineer. But my day-to-day work involves quite a lot of management. In fact, I'm
in charge of software development and maintenance, and have a dozen or so engineers

working under me to handle the technical side of the work.

19. What are some of your responsibilities? I mean, what does your job involve?
I'm a sales manager. I'm in charge of overseeing sales operations for all over Ho Chi Minh

City. I have about 20 employees under me who are the regional sales representatives.

(
www.nhantriviet.com Intensive IELTS Speaking — 45 £



20. Tell me about a typical day at work. What do you do on a daily basis?
Most of the time, I sit behind a desk and answer phone calls. It’s not a very active job,
but I do enjoy it, except when I get a phone call from a very angry customer. Sometimes,
they just want to shout at someone, and because I'm the first one to answer the phone, I

get the full vent of their anger.

21. How do you like your job?
I enjoy it very much. It does have its ups and downs, but really it’s quite a good job. I
enjoy the people I work with too, which really can make or break a job. We work very
well together and can trust each other to do our fair share.

22. What do you like most about your job?
a. My job is challenging and interesting, and I think that the best thing about it is the
satisfaction I get from solving problems. Each time I manage to make things go
smoothly, I get a great sense of satisfaction.

b. I guess I like the pay. I know that sounds cold, but in fact my job is very routine and
so I just feel that at least the pay gives me some satisfaction.

23. Is there anything you don’t like about your job?

a. I think the worst part of the job is all the unnecessary bureaucracy that exists to do
everything. I just wish that there could be simpler routines and not so many steps to
everything.

b. I think the worst part of my job is the long hours that I'm sometimes required to

work. In my opinion, it should be redesigned so that I can be allowed to go home on
time every night.

24. Which part of the day do you like best?

Going home from work! Well, actually, I should say stepping into my flat and greeting
my baby daughter, who is now about 2 years old.

25. What made you decide to get into this field?

I didn’t really plan to be a teacher at first, but my parents encouraged me to go into
teaching. At first I really hated it. but after a while, I got used to standing in front of a
room full of students. I enjoyed my classes and the challenges of teaching, so that’s when

I knew that teaching was the right profession for me.
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38. Which do you prefer, a flat or a house?

Well, it depends on the condition that they are in. I'd probably have to say a flat, because
you don’t have to worry so much about maintaining it.

39. Which floor do you live on, and what are the advantages and disadvantages of living on
that floor?
I live on the 1st floor. The advantage is that it’s easier to get to, because you don’t have
to climb any steps. The bad thing is that it’s a bit noisy, although we don’t have to put up
with too much noise from downstairs, since there is no downstairs.

40. Can you tell me something about your family?
I have three brothers and no sisters. Both of my parents are still alive, and are still work-
ing. My grandparents on my father’s side are both alive too, though my mother’s parents

have already passed away. I am also married. I got married two years ago.

41. What do your family members do for a living?
My father’s retired, and my mother’s still working as a nurse at Trung Vuong Hospital.
My father used to be a city inspector. I have no brothers and sisters.

42. What do you and your family like to do together?
‘ I guess we mainly just talk about a lot of things and then watch TV together. My parents
and I like to visit people together. Sometimes, we go shopping together, but to tell you
the truth, I prefer doing that by myself.

43. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of big families?
Well, big families are probably good for children, because there are so many people to
play with. But I think that big families also create a large burden for parents and it’s dif-

ficult for each child to receive the attention he or she deserves.

Hobbies and Spare Time

44. What kind of hobbies do you have?
I’'m a big football fan, even though I'm not very good at playing football myself. I love to
watch the Arsenal on TV whenever I get a chance. I also play ping-pong and volleyball
whenever I can. f

'
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45. How did you become interested in your hobby?

Since I was young, my father has always involved me in different activities. My father is
a ping-pong coach in a high school. So, I always have a chance to follow him when he
coached. When I was in the school, I got a chance to play with other students in other
sports. So, that’s how I developed an interest in different sports.

46. What do you do in your spare time?
I like to play on the computer and surf the Internet. Once I get on the Internet, I find that
time really passes very quickly. Before I realise this, several hours have passed and my

back and neck are aching. I also like to go for walks and read novels.

47. Do you like to be with a group of people or alone when you're free?
I like being with a group of people. It’s livelier and I feel more at ease, especially when I

feel that my friends are also having a good time.

48, How do you spend your weekends?
I usually sleep in on Saturday morning if I can, study in the afternoon in the library, and
go out with friends in the evening. On Sundays, I like to go shopping and just spend time
walking around outside if the weather is nice. If I don’t have much money, I still like to

go window-shopping, and I get almost as much pleasure out of that!

49. How do you spend your free time?
I attend training courses in the evenings. However, as a mother, I also take my son
somewhere on the weekend. For example, I may drive to the suburbs or the countryside
around Ho Chi Minh City and go fishing, swimming or mountain climbing. I enjoy

family life very much.

50. What kinds of things do you like doing when you're not working?
I'm kind of an indoor type of person, so I like reading most. I'm interested in reading all
kinds of books and newspaper or magazine articles, especially those on current issues. I
just want to be informed of what’s going on in the world.

51. Do you like doing these things with a group of friends or by yourself?
I prefer being with my friends and family. I'm kind of an outdoor type. I like to go swim-
ming or play badminton with my family or friends during weekends or holidays. If I have

a longer vacation, I usually travel to further away places all over the country.

]
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Home Town

26. Whereabouts is your home town?

27.

28.

29.

30.

3L,

www.nhantriviet.com

Da Lat, a popular tourist destination. It is located in Lam Dong province.

Let’s talk about your home town or village. What kind of place is it?

My home town’s a small place, just outside Ho Chi Minh City. It takes about an hour to
get there. The people there are mostly farmers, but a lot of young people work in Ho Chi
Minh City. It’s a quiet place and I like it.

Could you tell me something about your home town?

a. Well, it’s quite big and it’s the capital of Vietnam. The population’s about 7 million
and it’s famous for its historic sites, especially for the Vietnam War. The city will host
the 2019 Asian Games.

b. Okay. Well, my home town is Ho Chi Minh City and I live in District 3, about 3 kilo-
metres from the city centre. As you probably know, Ho Chi Minh City is the political
and cultural centre of Vietnam, and it’s quite a historical place as well. It’s huge —

about 8 million people live in it now — and it seems to be getting bigger every year.

What kinds of landscape are there in your home town?

a. Hanoi is located on the right bank of the Red River. It has several scenic lakes. Also,
the Old Quarter has the original street layout and architecture of old Hanoi.

b. Nha Trang’s a coastal city, so the main landscapes are the beaches and bays. There are

also some nice hills nearby.

What are the main tourist attractions in your home town?
The Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and the One-Pillar Pagoda are among the tourist attrac-
tions. These are the two that are most well known. They are also symbols of Hanoi. They

attract most visitors, but there are quite a lot of other famous sites as well.

What are the people like in your home town?

They’re usually very friendly, but a bit conservative. People still hold onto a lot of old
customs and traditions, which is what I mean by conservative. But I think people there
are very hospitable and kind. If you ask someone for directions, they'll always try to help
you out, or find someone else who can.

}._
Intensive IELTS Speaking — 47 -

{

T



32. What place in your home town do you like best and tell me why?
I like the Hoan Kiem Lake, known as the Sword Lake, best because it’s very beautiful.
It is one of the major scenic spots in the city and serves as a focal point for its public life.
In the early morning, it’s very peaceful. The older people practise their Tai chi, while the

younger people just run around and play. I like it a lot.

33. What places in your home town might a visitor be interested in visiting, and tell me why?

I'd recommend the Old Quarter, the Temple of Literature, and the One-Pillar Pagoda.
Those are the most famous places in the city, and I think they best represent Hanoi.

34. Do you think your home town is a good place for a young person to live?

a. Yes I do, because it’s got a lot of opportunities and the entertainment facilities are
quite good. You can get a decent job here if you have some skills, and you can make

a lot of good friends if you have a good personality.

b. No, I think if you're young, you'd be better off going to a bigger city with more
opportunities. In my opinion, my home town is more suitable for an older crowd, who
enjoy a more peaceful life. Younger people get bored with the way things are here.

35. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in your home town?
I think the biggest advantage is that it’s a place where you can find a good job with a
good salary, if you try very hard. Also, the people are quite kind and generous. The main
disadvantages are the traffic and pollution problems. If you stay in my home town, you

will know that these are the two things that everyone here does not like.

Accommodation

36. Tell me about the kind of accommodation you live in.
I live in a two-bedroom apartment with my parents. The apartment’s not big, but we've
made it very comfortable to live in. We live on the third floor, and there’s no lift in our
apartment. The highest floor is the sixth floor, so whoever living on the sixth floor has to

climb up and down every day.

37. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the kind of housing you live in¢
Let me think. The biggest advantage? I guess it would be the convenience of it. I can do
anything I want. As for the biggest disadvantage, some people might say the space, but I
think the biggest disadvantage of living in a flat is that you never really get to know your
neighbours.
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52. What kinds of books do you like to read in your spare time?
I like reading biographies of interesting people. 1 like these because they teach me some-
thing and also I find that other people’s lives are sometimes even stranger than the lives
of people in fictional stories.

53. Do you like reading books and newspapers?
Yes, I like to read The Saigon Times Daily and Tuoitrenews. 1 usually read as much as |
have time for, which is sometimes quite a lot. Both of these newspapers are in English,
and I find that it really is a good way for me to practise my English.

54. Where do you like to read books?

I suppose it depends on the book. If it’s just a normal novel, then I'd rather read it at
home in my room. But if it’s an e-book, I'd rather read it on my computer.

55. Do you discuss the books you read with friends?
Yeah, if there’s something interesting in them. For example, some of the things people

say in the biographies make good quotes and I like talking about these people to others.

56. Is reading popular in your country with young people?
No, I'd say that it’s getting less popular. There are just so many other things to do that
we don’t really have to rely on books that much for entertainment. I think TV is the main

reason. It’s just easier to watch a show than to read a book.

57. What is your favourite sport?
My favourite sport is football. I've been playing it regularly for about a year, and I'm

quite crazy about it now.

58. Why do you like it so much?
Football is a team sport which requires little in the way of specialised equipment and is
organised using simple, intuitive rules. I love the Manchester United, so that also makes
me more interested in the sport as well.
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59. What sports are played in your country?

Badminton and football are probably the most popular sports. They are popular because
they can be played by both young and elder people of just about any physical build and
ability.

60. What is the most popular sport in your country?
I'd have to say that football’s really the most popular sport in Vietnam. There are liter-
ally millions of crazy football fans. Whenever there’s a match on TV between Vietnam
and another country, you can hear loud cheers and shouts all around the city whenever

Vietnam scores a goal, and loud groans and moans when the other country scores.

61. What are the sports facilities like in your home town?
Hanoi has a lot of modern indoor facilities offering bowling, ping-pong, swimming, and
other things. But, it’s too expensive for most local people. Also, users have to belong to a
club or to pay in order to use the facilities. There aren’t very many sporting facilities that
are free and open to the public.

Films and TV

62. Do you often go to the cinema/theatre?
a. Yes. On Friday nights, I usually go and watch whatever’s playing. It’s kind of a family

tradition that I started when my son was young.

b. No. I'm not really interested in the theatre. I'd much rather read newspapers and
watch TV than pay for the theatre.

63. Which cinema do you often go to?

There’s a cinema just around the corner from my home. It’s called the Galaxy Cinema.
It’s a chain of cinemas in Ho Chi Minh City that presents both Vietnamese and inter-
national films. Also, the ticket price is still fairly reasonable.

64. Do you prefer to watch films in the cinema or at home?
Oh, it’s hard to say. I know it’s cheap to buy a DVD and watch it at home, but you def-
initely get better picture and sound quality in the cinema. So on the whole, I like to go to
the cinema to watch a film.

N
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66.

67.

68.

Do you like to watch alone or with your friends?

In most cases, I'd like to watch a film with my friends. The reason is that after watching
the film, we can talk about it and I think it’s a very good opportunity for discussion, an
opportunity to learn.

What kind of films do you like?

I definitely like comedies best. I don’t see why I should pay money to be sad or scared,
so I really don’t like sad films or horror films at all. I just like to laugh, and I like movies
that can put me in a good mood.

Who’s your favourite film star? Can you describe him|her to me?

I like Leonardo DiCaprio. I first saw him when he starred in Titanic. He's very handsome
... blond hair, blue eyes. He has this look about him that makes him seem very sad, but at
the same time hopeful. I have his posters all over my room at home.

Do you often watch TV? What’s your favourite programme?

a. No, I hardly watch TV at all. I don’t find any programme interesting. I think it’s just
a waste of time to watch TV.

b. Yes, I like watching the news and I enjoy watching some of the serial TV shows that
come on. But I have to keep up with them, which is a bit hard since I don’t have a lot
of time to watch them these days.

69.

70.
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How often do you listen to music?

Everyday. As soon as I get home I usually play something. I've also got a walkman that I
use, and so I often put it on while travelling on the bus because I can’t stand all the noise
of the traffic.

What kind of music do you like?

Definitely classical music. I have nearly every famous classical work ever recorded. I
could sit for hours in a room with my stereo turned up, just listening to classical music.
I've also attended several concerts here in Hanoi, where world-famous orchestras have

come to play the great works of Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin or other composers.
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71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

What kind of clothing do you like best?
My favourite kind of clothing is very shiny, dark clothing. I like wearing very interest-
ingly designed clothing when going out, and I like wearing clothes that are suitable for

work.

What kind of clothing is popular in Vietnam?

From the twentieth century onward, Vietnamese people have worn clothing that is popu-
lar internationally. The ao dai is worn by high school girls and also by flight attendants
and by women in special events. Men usually wear shirts and trousers when going to
work and suits in formal occasions. Young people are wearing more and more brand-

name clothing,

What kind of clothing do children usually wear?
Most of them have to wear school uniforms while at school. When they get home they

change into all kinds of clothing. It’s hard to say what particular style they like. Every
child is different.

What does traditional clothing in Vietnam look like?
Well, for ladies, the traditional clothing for them is always the ao dai. It is long and is

decorated with simple designs and made of silk. Men usually wear shirts with trousers.

How do older people feel about younger people’s clothing?

I think most of them don’t really like young people’s clothes. They think they’re too
revealing or just too flashy. Also, they believe the girls are dressing too boldly these
days.

76.

What sort of accommodation would you most like to live in when you get to England?

I think TI’ll try to live in an apartment shared with other students — something like a one-
bedroom or a two-bedroom apartment. I was told living in a dormitory is more expensive
than living in an apartment. Besides, I prefer to cook my own meals, so living in a dormi-
tory is out of the question for me.
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What problems or difficulties do you think you may have in Britain/ Canada/Australia?

I will probably have some trouble with English at first. I heard that once one gets used to
using English all the time, it gets a lot easier to pick it up. I suppose I'll also need to learn
how to do things in Canada. For example, I won’t know how to buy a subway ticket and
use the transport system, mail a letter, open a bank account, and other things. I think that

it’s pretty normal to face these troubles when one first arrives.

Can you imagine what life in Britain/ Canada/Australia will be like?

I have seen many pictures of Canada. I'm looking forward to the fresh air and beautiful
scenery. In some ways, I can just picture myself there. But, I've never been to Canada
before, so what I picture now, I'm sure, is not even close to what it will actually be like.
Even though some of my friends have already immigrated to Canada or are there study-
ing, I can only get a partial glimpse of what it will be like. I'm looking forward to the

adventure!

What do you want/intend to study?

I plan to study Business. Hopefully, at the Master’s degree level. I've heard that if I can
get an MBA from a university in the West, my chances of getting a good job in a joint-
venture company are very good. If I can’t get into Business, then I hope to study Com-

puters. Business is really my first choice. though.

Which university are you going to study at?

It’s a small university in eastern Canada called Mount Allison University. It has a very
beautiful campus, but it’s quite remote. The nearest town is at least an hour’s drive away.
It’ll be quite a change from living in a big city, but I'm looking forward to the peace and

quiet.

Why did you choose this university?
The London School of Economics is especially famous for business and economics. 1
think it’s the best place for me to specialise in finance and banking, and the university has

a good reputation among employers here in Vietnam.

What are your plans in Britain/Canada|Australia/ New Zealand?

a. I plan to study at Monash University and get my Master’s in International Trade.
That should take me about 4 to 5 years to complete.
b. I plan to immigrate to Canada. I have a few friends who can help me there. [ am a

petroleum engineer, so I think it should be easy to find work in Calgary.

¢
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What are you going to major in?

I want to major in Mass Media Communications. I am interested in this area and I think

it is something I can do quite well.

What kind of differences in the cultures are you expecting between Vietnam and New
Zealand?

That’s an interesting question. To be frank, I'm not sure, but perhaps I think the way of
life there may be less stressful. The pace of life I've heard is a bit slower, so I'll have to try
and keep myself from getting bored.

What do you intend to do after you graduate?

I plan to return to Vietnam and get a good job or if I have another good opportunity, I
hope to do some further study in my field once I complete this degree. It’s really hard to
say what I'll be doing after my studies because I think that many doors will open to me
once I complete a degree in Canada.

86. Are there any special places you want to see in Canada? What are they?

87.

88.

I want to see the Rocky Mountains in British Columbia, and I also want to visit Quebec.
I have heard so much about the beauty of the Rocky Mountains. Also, I heard Quebec is
quite different from the rest of Canada. Some of my friends told me that it’s like visiting
Europe. Even though I don’t speak French, I think it will be a very interesting place to
visit. Eventually, I hope that I can drive across Canada and really spend time getting to
see all the famous sites.

What kind of things do you want to do in Canada that you can’t do here?

I want to buy a car. In Vietnam it is so expensive to buy a car. Moreover, the streets in
Ho Chi Minh City are always busy with traffic. Traffic congestion frequently takes place.
So, driving is not convenient. Many of my friends bought a car once they arrived in
Canada. It’s quite funny actually, because many Vietnamese people are eager to buy their
own cars. Another thing I want to do is to visit my former English teacher who lives in
Vancouver now. I met her in 2002 when she taught me English at my university. We've
kept in touch until now, so I hope I get a chance to meet up with her again.

What are your goals in life?

My short-term goal is to improve my English and go abroad to study. My long-term
goals include adjusting to a new country, getting a good job, having a family, and eventu-
ally owning my own business. I have a lot of goals in life, but some of them are really just
dreams. I mean, I don’t think I'll ever be able to attain them all.

3
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Foreign Language Studies

89. How long have you been studying English?

90.

91.

92.

93.

9%.

Hmm ... let me see ... that’s hard to say. I started in junior high school. So, I guess you
may say about 9 years in total, but it’s been kind of “off and on”.

Do you think English is important for Vietnam?

Well, I think it will help us become better in business and diplomacy. On the national
level, it will help us have fewer problems when we do business or have relations with
other nations. You know, I believe that language problems are often the main cause of
misunderstandings.

What do you think of English?

I think it’s a tough language, frankly. Maybe not the toughest language, but there are
lots of things that make it confusing. It seems to be a language that’s easier to pick up if
you're just listening and using it regularly.

What is most rewarding about learning a foreign language?
Communicating. When you can communicate successfully, it makes all that hard work
worthwhile. I love just talking with my foreign friends, and if they understand me, I feel

quite proud.

What do you think is the best way to study English?
I don’t know. I mean, I've tried all kinds of ways. I suppose the best way is to use it regu-
larly and to try and memorise a lot of different words and expressions, but I guess I need

a lot of persistence for that.

What aspect of English do you find the most difficult?
Well, that’s difficult to say. I guess it’s the grammar. I mean, it’s simple enough to study
the rules, but when I try to produce it, I always seem to make mistakes. I can write pretty

well, but whenever I speak English, I seem to make grammar mistakes.

25.

www.nhantriviet.com

What is the climate like in your home town?

It’s generally very hot in the summer, about 35 degrees Celsius. In the winter, it’s cold
—about 1015 degrees Celsius. Spring and autumn are both mild and pleasant, with tem-
peratures ranging from around 20 to 25 degrees Celsius. Oh, summertime is extremely
humid as well.

4
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What is the weather like in Hanoi?

In general, it’s pretty dry. Winter is a bit cold. It is dry and windy. Spring is short and
a bit cool. Summer is hot and a bit more humid, and temperatures can go as high as 36
degrees, so it can be kind of uncomfortable in the summer unless you have air condition-
ing. Fall is probably the best season — it’s very comfortable — not windy. and neither too

cold nor hot.

How would you compare the climate in your home town with other cities?

Well, there are definitely places that have a milder climate. My home town’s weather is
a little bit uncomfortable for some people in summer and winter. There are places where
the weather is quite stable all year round. On the other hand, there are some places
where the weather’s even worse, like in central Vietnam.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of the weather in your home town?
Advantages and disadvantages? That’s a difficult question to answer. Let me think for
a second. Well, I guess the main advantage is that it’s dry, so we don’t have to worry
about too much rain, and the rainy season is not too wet like in some other places in
northern Vietnam. The disadvantage is that it can get floody here as the road system
has not been upgraded, and when the streets are floody, well, that can be terrible to put
up with.

What is your favourite type of weather in your home town?

Actually, I've never thought about that. I guess it would have to be a sunny but not too
hot day. It would be cool, like the kind of weather we get in Da Lat all the year round.

100.

101.
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What kind of food and dishes do people eat in your home town?

Most people in Hue like spicy dishes because it’s quite cold and humid there, so we need
to eat a lot of chilies to help us adapt to the weather. It is said that people in Hue eat
the spiciest food.

What is the main food in Vietnam?
Well, I'd say it’s rice. Rice is the staple food in my country. Each major area in Vietnam

might eat rice in different quantities, but I think it’s still the main food and probably
will always be the top one.
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102. In what ways has the diet of people in your country been changing?

103.

Well, we tend to eat more convenience foods now, especially fast food from restaurants
like Lotteria and other fast food places. Also, I'd guess we are now eating a variety of
dishes that we thought were big luxuries about 20 years ago.

How has your diet changed?

I don’t think it has changed that much. I still eat the same things as I ate when I was a

child. I guess the main change is that I have more time and money to go out for dinner.

104.

105.

106.

Tell me about the biggest traditional festival in your country.|What'’s the biggest trad-
itional festival in your country?

Definitely the Tet holiday. I suppose it’s somewhat like Christmas in western countries.
The Tet holiday is the only time when all families get together and stores and business

are closed for several days.

What do you do during the Tet holiday?

I usually go back to my home town and spend a week in my parents’ home. We eat
delicious food, visit relatives and friends, and watch TV. I also like to contact my high
school friends and see how they’re doing and what they’re up to. We give each other

presents and we buy ourselves new clothes to wear for the New Year.

Can you describe one of the main festivals celebrated in your country?

Liberation Day, which is on April 30th, is a big holiday. We get a day off and there are
fireworks displays in major cities. There are public performances and lots of brilliant
lights decorating the city, and some of the larger cities hold parades.

107.
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What changes have taken place in your home town in the last 20 years?

Well, I'm pretty young, but my parents always complain that my home town’s traffic is
much worse, and they say that prices are a lot higher. But I think on the positive side,
life is better, houses are in better condition and shops are numerous and modern. Also,

restaurants are available and cleaner.
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109.

110.

111.

112,

Has your life changed in the last 10 years, and if so, in what ways?
I think my life has changed. It’s a bit more comfortable because my parents have more
money than they used to have. I am a bit more responsible than I used to be, and not

quite as carefree.

Is there anything you’d like to change in your life?
Yes, my dependence upon my parents. Right now, I'm quite dependent on them for
money, so [ hope I can be more independent in the future and one day be able to sup-

port them instead of their always supporting me.

Houw different is your life from the lives of your parents?

It’s very different. I have had many more opportunities and a much more comfortable
life than they had. I remember my father telling me stories about having just one egg to
eat each week, and that was the highlight of his week. I can’t really imagine life like that,
so I'm grateful that I have a better life than my parent's did. I appreciate their hard work

to get us to this point in our lives.

Has tourism changed Vietnam very much?

Yes, very much in the last 20 years. Each year, we are getting more tourists coming to
Vietnam thanks to the open-door policy. People see more foreigners and are used to the
sight of them now. Vietnam is becoming more cosmopolitan, and people are getting to
know more about the outside world.

Has the transport changed over the past 20 years in Vietnam?

Yes, a lot. We used to have very few bus lines years ago. Most people would use their
bikes to get to and from places in the city. But now in big cities, there are more bus lines,
so it’s a lot more convenient. There are also more taxis in cities, and more people are
using them as a mode of transport.

Travel and Holiday

113.

Do you enjoy travelling?

Yes, very much. I've been to most of the major cities in Vietnam and I've also travelled
to Thailand and Singapore. I think the more I travel, the more I want to travel. I just
like seeing how other people live, and it’s really amazing to learn about different cul-

tures — much more exciting than just reading about them in a textbook.
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114. What do you usually do on your holidays?
During my holidays, I try to catch up with friends and go out together somewhere.
That’s the only time I can relax and do something I enjoy. Other than that, it’s really dif-
ficult because I am always busy with my work, and sometimes [ have to work overtime.

115. Is there anywhere you would particularly like to visit on your holidays? Where and why?

a. Yeah, I guess the best places to me are beaches. You see, I really like beaches because
I just like watching the water come in and I love riding up and down on the waves
as they come into the shore. So places like Vung Tau and Mui Ne are great places to

me.

b. Yes, I'd love to visit Sapa if I have a chance. Sapa is a frontier town and capital of
Sapa District in Lao Cai province in northwest Vietnam. The people there are mostly
minorities, and I've seen the landscape in some pictures. It’s incredible. If I travel to
Sapa, I'll take a train so that I can see the landscape throughout the journey.

116. Let’s talk a little about travelling and transport. For a long trip, how do you prefer to
travel?
In my country, if it’s a long trip, I prefer taking a train. Not only is it more economical,
but also the time has shortened tremendously in the past few years. Air travel is more
expensive, and I don’t think it’s worth the extra cost.

117. Which type of transport do you usually use in your home town?

I use the motorcycle. It’s fast and cheap and I can always trust it to get me to places on
time.

118. Which type of transport do you prefer for travelling long distances?
Trains are better because they don’t encounter any traffic jams, whereas sometimes in
the bus, we get stuck in traffic. Also, in my country, buses may have more accidents,
whereas with a train, you have a better chance of taking a good rest in a bunk bed.

119. What’s the traffic situation like in your home town?
It’s quite bad now, and I think it’s getting more and more serious. The big problems are
there are too many vehicles on the streets and there is not enough space. I think that
building more roads sometimes just adds to the problem because people just buy more

cars and motorbikes.
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Buildings

120.

121.

122;

Does your home town have a lot of modern buildings or are they mostly traditional?
Well, that’s an interesting question. The downtown area has mostly modern buildings,
and you’ll see a number of skyscrapers. Outside the city centre are a few of those spread
throughout the city, but there are more multi-storey houses.

Which buildings do you prefer to look at?

Well, I love the old-style buildings with the steep roofs and balanced style. I like all the
symbol designs on them, too. But to be frank, for the sake of modernisation, these old
buildings have little by little been put down for high-rise buildings.

Could you describe the traditional architecture of your country?

Firstly, the buildings are made of wood or bamboo instead of stone or metal. Secondly,
they are very high and always have curved eaves. Thirdly, the traditional buildings have
doors and windows that are adorned with paintings.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

How important are birthdays in your country?

I think they’re now increasingly important in Vietnam, especially for children and old

people. A birthday party is not only a celebration but also a good time for family reunion.

How do Vietnamese people celebrate their birthdays?

The celebrations vary according to different age groups. For young people like me, usu-
ally we invite our friends to eat out and then we go to a pub or a karaoke shop to have
fun. For older people like my grandparents, the party is more elaborate.

Do you like to celebrate your birthday with your parents or with your friends?
Because I live far from my parents, I usually have a birthday party with my classmates
and my friends. It’s great fun!

What do children get for their birthdays in your country?
Oh, lots of different stuff. Candies, cakes, toy cars, teddy bears, something like that.

Which is the most important birthday for a Vietnamese?

I guess it’s the 18th one, like in other countries. It’s the time one becomes an adult.
From then on, he or she has to take responsibility for his or her actions.
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II. Part 2 Specific Topics

1. AN OLD PERSON

2. A TEACHER

3. A CHARACTER IN A TV PROGRAMME OR A FILM
4. A HAPPY/SUCCESSFUL PERSON

5. A NEIGHBOUR
6. A CHILD

B. Places

/. AFAVOURITE ROOM OR APARTMENT
8. A NATURAL PLACE
J. A HISTORICAL BUILDING

C. Objects & Animals A GARDEN OR PARK
] . A SHOPPING CENTRE

D. Culture & Education

. A WAY TO RELAX
22, A NEWSPAPER OR MAGAZINE

23. A FILM
4. A SPORT
25. ATV PROGRAMME
6. AN ADVERTISEMENT
27. A WEBSITE
. A POPULAR GAME IN CHILDHOOD
29.. A SUBJECT
30. A CULTURAL DIFFERENCE
. AN IMPORTANT CHANGE
. A WEDDING
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Typical Topic Cards, Suggested Answers, and Further Questions

A. People

1. Describe an old person who had an influence on you.
You should say

who the person is
when you first knew him /her

what kind of person he /she is

and explain why he /she has influenced you.

[ think my father has the biggest influence on me. He used to be an editor work-
ing for The Saigon Times Daily but now he is retired at home. He's over 60 years old

but looks smart. He's a little bit overweight, has a pleasant face, and always gives the

impression of being someone who is very easy-going and nice. Indeed, my father is the

most kind-hearted person you would ever want to meet and he's very popular in the

neighbourhood.

[ guess my father has taught me a lot about the most important things in life. For
one thing, he taught me to live a healthy lifestyle. He likes exercise very much and on
Sundays, my parents and I always go for a walk in the park close to my house. He has
kept doing this for almost 10 years. Can you imagine? At first, T didn’t quite Iike it. It
is a drag getting up so early on Sundays, isn’t it? But very soon, I got used to it and
began to enjoy it actually. For another, my father has taught me a lot about optimism.
He got through a lot of hardships to become an accomplished editor. He’s not the kind
of person that gets upset easily. T guess what I've learnt most from him is to maintain

a positive attitude towards life, no matter what happens.
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Further questions

1.

www.nhantriviet.com

What are the differences in attitudes between the young and the old toward life in
Vietnam?

Oh, it’s a very tough question. I believe there are quite a lot of differences. Let’s take
marriage as an example. My grandparents’ generation seemed to gain security through
marriage. They got married early. But nowadays, young people like me are much more
concerned with developing as individuals. Usually, we try to have a stable job before we

get married and start a family.

. What is the main problem for Vietnam’s old people?

That’s hard to say. As far as I see it, I don’t think there is enough entertainment for old
people. My grandfather retired a few years ago. Every morning, he goes to a small park
in the neighbourhood for a walk. But other than that, there are not other options for him.
I hope the government will set up more leisure centres for people like my grandfather.
They need to communicate with their peers and they’re entitled to this kind of city service
as well.

. What’s the attitude of the government toward old people?

Well, basically the government is very much concerned with the welfare of the old people.
This can be seen from the many policies it has produced in the interest of the older people
in fields like pension, medical care, etc. I can see that the government does not consider
this age group simply as a liability, but as a kind of resource, with their experiences and
wisdom, that can bring benefits to the society as a whole.

. What aspects of society are not good for old people?

As I mentioned earlier, it seems there are not many public facilities where old people can
exercise, talk to each other, and meet new people. But I guess there are other problems
as well, like the pension scheme and medical care. Oh, there’s one more thing, family
planning also gives rise to serious problems as well. It seems there are not enough young

people to support an increasing number of aging population.

. Are there any influences that old people bring to your family?

Sure, first of all, old people set up positive or negative role models for younger gen-
erations. They can influence other family members in terms of interests, personality
and things like that. For example, my grandfather likes painting very much and partly
because of this, all my cousins are keen on painting as well. Of course, there are practical
things, too. Old people can help with the childcare, which is obviously a relief for young
couples that both work.
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2. Describe a teacher who had a great influence on you.
You should say
who the teacher is

what subject he / she taught
what was special about him /her

and explain why the teacher had a great influence on you.

The teacher that really influenced me a lot was Mr. Le Nam. He was the sports
teacher when I was in high school.

He was in his thirties at that time and I'd say all my classmates admired him because
he was kind of a hero to us and also because he was very nice. As far as I can remem-
ber, one thing that was special about him was that he'd been on the national volleyball
team. I don’t think he ever actually won a medal or anything like that. But for us, just
the fact that he used to represent our country was really something. Actually, he was a
very good teacher, very responsible and dedicated, you know.

1 guess the thing he taught me was to have a fighting spirit. I mean he always encour-
aged us to do our best in sport, even if we were terrible at it. He used to say “It doesn’t
matter if you win or not. The important thing is to do your best and keep going.” He
also taught us a lot about health and maintaining a positive attitude towards life. And
compared to other teachers, he seemed to be more interested in everyone. Luckily, we
still keep in touch and I often go to see him on holidays.

Further questions

1. What makes a good teacher?

Well, different people have different ideas on this issue. But as far as I am concerned, a
good teacher should be patient, responsible, and knowledgeable.

2. What is the most important quality of a good teacher?

Of course, different people value different aspects of a good teacher. In my opinion, being

inspiring is the most important quality of a good teacher. Good teachers should be those

that bring hopes to their students. They encourage and motivate their students to think

on their own, act on their own and take adventures. As a result, they usually bring out
b the best in their students.

o

@ 66 — Intensive IELTS Speaking www.nhantriviet.com



3. What are the differences between good teachers and bad ones?

Good teachers inspire students to study while bad ones ask students to obey orders. Good
teachers are close friends while bad ones are bossy leaders. Good teachers make students
eager to know more while bad ones make students fed up with studies.

4. What factors are the driving force for people to become teachers?

To be frank, it is really hard to tell. The answer varies from case to case. Some do it for
their own interest. Some do it for parents’ advice. Some do it for a sense of achievement.
Some do it to make a long-held dream come true.

5. Why do some people choose to be a life-long teacher?

Maybe they do it because they think they find true happiness in giving. Helping others to
grow up and giving them suggestions and advice seem to be a great cause. They want to
contribute their life to such a cause.

6. What are the difficulties teachers may confront?

The difficulties may arise from many aspects. We are living in a world of the explosion
of knowledge which makes it necessary for teachers to upgrade their knowledge all the
time. Therefore, teachers must spend a lot of time and energy to improve their own qual-
ities all the time. Meanwhile, students are getting increasingly critical. They want quali-
fied, inspiring, and learned teachers rather than somebody that just teaches something in
textbooks.

7. Did you ever act as a teacher?

Yes. As a matter of fact, I used to teach in a university in Can Tho City. I taught English.
It was really an unforgettable experience. I got along very well with my students. We had
a lot of good moments together.

8. What types of schools are there in Vietnam?

There are many kinds of schools in Vietnam such as primary schools, junior high schools,

senior high schools, vocational and technical schools, colleges, and universities.

9. How do single-sex schools and mixed schools differ?

Students in single-sex schools can be more focused on their studies while their peers
studying in mixed schools are distracted by relationships between boys and girls. Mixed
schools can provide a sound environment in which children’s mentality can grow up
healthily. By studying in such schools, they learn to deal with people of the opposite sex
and know how to make friends with different types of people. .
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10. Between single-sex schools and mixed schools, which is better?

11.

I don’t think there is an easy answer to this question as too many factors are involved.
The roles of students, parents and schools all need to be considered. But there is some-
thing to be sure of. That is, single-sex schools often provide a more academic environ-

ment while mixed ones provide a more colourful and exciting atmosphere.

What kind of schools would you like to send your children to study?

Mixed schools, definitely. I want my children to grow up with a healthy mentality. I
will encourage them to make friends with both sexes. As women and men constitute the
whole world, my children need to and must acquire an understanding of how people of
different sexes behave. Otherwise, their life would always be incomplete due to the lack
of knowledge of the other sex.

12. What do you think of private schools and public schools?

Private schools are usually better positioned to provide a high-quality teaching faculty,
equipment, and facilities while public schools, funded by governmental revenue, some-
times may find it hard to do so. As a result, private schools’ doors are only open to the
students who come from rich families while public schools absorb students regardless of
their families’ financial standing.

3. Describe a character in a TV programme or in a film you like.

You should say

who the character is
when you first saw the TV programme or film
what kind of person the character is

and explain why you like this character.

1 think many people in Vietnam have watched this film: Forrest Gump. The hero in

the film — Forrest Gump — must have impressed me a lot,

The first time I saw this film was in my senior high. Forrest Gump is a mentally
retarded person. His IQ is lower than that of an ordinary person. But out of everyone’s

expectation, he becomes a rich and famous fishing tycoon in the end.
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It is a typical American-dream style of film. But this is not the reason why I like
the film. This character is so attractive to me because of a sentence he always bears in
mind: life is like a box of chocolates; you never know what you're gonna get. This is
what his mother, who is his only relative, tells him before she dies. It is these words
that make him believe that no matter what difficulty faces him, life will be better in due
time. When I heard that line, tears welled up in my eyes. At that time, my whole life
was centred on the entrance exams. Heavy peer pressure and fierce competition made
me feel that I was in the middle of nowhere. His words as well as the whole movie
reminded me that one day, I could also get something wonderful from this chocolate
box — life. This injected new motivation into my study.

Someone may laugh at me because I turned to a mentally retarded person for
encouragement. But sometimes, aren't we too wise to overlook the truth in life?

Further questions

1. What kind of film star is popular now?

The film stars with beautiful or cute faces are still very popular. But now a new kind of
film star is on the rise — those who are gifted and have their unique styles. For example,
Clint Eastwood, the lead actor in Bridge of Madison County. He is famous for his excel-
lent acting skills and talent in writing and directing films. He won the 2005 Oscar Award,
though he is in his 70s. This kind of film stars is not only popular among audiences, but
also deeply respected by them. This is the new trend of film stars: you do not have to be
good-looking, but you'd better have something different from others.

2. Is there more and more violence in films or on TV?

Yes, I think so. This is one of the issues that film and TV have raised. Some film com-
panies deliberately produce films featured by violence in order to attract a particular
audience, such as young people who are fond of extreme and adventurous films. This is
true of some TV series. Meanwhile, more violence appears in TV news, for example the
report of clashes between Iraq police and insurgent groups. Some advertisements contain
violence too. On the whole, more and more violence is accessible to people, through film
and TV alike.
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3. What kinds of people like to see action films?

I think action films find their largest audience among young people, especially young
males. They welcome the films with few conversations and much action. This has some-
thing to do with their group character. Young males are full of energy. They love quick-
paced films and derive great visual enjoyment from watching action films. Also, people
who believe that fighting is the best policy are also action film fans. They can identify
themselves with the characters in the film. Some of them go even further to imitate those
characters.

. What will future films be like?

Well, this is a rather extensive topic. First of all, films in the future will have more var-
ieties to cater to the tastes of different audience groups. Secondly, more and more
advanced technologies will be employed in the producing process, such as digital technol-
ogy. This will make the film-making much easier. Therefore, maybe ordinary people can
produce films of their own. Also, films that can reflect future social problems will come
out. For instance, as globalisation is accelerating, civilisation and culture clashes are
unavoidable. In the foreseeable future, more films will centre on this theme.

. Do you like a film that is made with digital technology?

Yes, I do. Digital technology enables the director to make what is in his mind into reality.
It can break down the traditional limit on film production. Film directors can create some
non-existent characters or settings according to their need. That’s how some famous and
widely loved films were produced, such as Matrix and Star Wars. Digital technology offers

more fantastic visual enjoyment to us.

. What kind of characters will people admire in the future?

To my understanding, in the future, people will admire characters that are ordinary
people. They will be less fascinated by heroic characters because they are too far away
from people’s everyday life. On the contrary, less famous characters will come into prom-
inence. Those characters in films are just like ordinary people in real life. In films, they
have their own character weakness and are troubled by problems that people usually
have in their lives. By watching films, the audience can relate themselves to those charac-
ters. Sometimes, they may get encouragement from these characters. So in the future, this

kind of characters will be more and more popular.
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7. Is there any difference between characters that men admire and those women admire?

I think the major difference is that men prefer female characters while women pay more
attention to male characters. This difference results from the sexual appeal. Most heroes
and heroines are very good-looking people. But there is not much difference other than
this one. Both men and women admire brave, dynamic, generous, and capable male
characters. At the same time, both of them adore those female characters that are kind-
hearted, considerable, and gentle. It is human nature — always admire people with some-
thing they do not have.

i. Describe a happy / successful person you know.
You should say

who the person is

why the person is happy / successful

and how you know this person.

Well, I think my teacher Mr. Le Minh is the happiest person I've ever known. He

teaches English Literature in the university where I am studying now.

I guess he has very good reasons to be happy. First of all, he has a very fulfilling
family life. Mr. Le has two lovely daughters. Once he took them to his office. Guess
what. The two girls made his office into a mess but Mr. Le was still quite cheerful.
He always tells us that his daughters are the best gifts he has ever received in his life.
Second, he loves his job. He loves teaching and believe me, he knows how to teach.
He breathes life into the subject he’s teaching, English Literature could be boring but
he has the magic to make it fun. There’s quite a lot of exciting discussion going on in

his class.

But I believe the real source of his happiness is a love of life and a thankful attitude
towards life. He's definitely not the richest man, nor is he the most talented. But he’s

quite contented with what he has now. I mean his family, his colleagues, and his work.

Mr. Le is the most popular teacher among the students in the English Department.

He’s also my hero, too, because he taught me more than English Literature. He also

taught me that happiness does not come from outside. It comes from within.

S

¥

www.nhantriviet.com Intensive IELTS Speaking — 71 @

7



T

\

LY

%

Further questions

1. Do you want to be successful?

Yes, both in material terms and in spiritual terms.

. How do you think about success/happiness?

For me, success / happiness is simply a matter of attitude. It’s not about money or social
status. Success / Happiness is about service, character, integrity, honesty, loyalty, com-
mitment, truthfulness, being trustworthy ... doing your best for yourself, your family and

your friends.

. Can you be successful without money?

Sure, it depends on how you define success. There are many people who are not rich but
who live up to high ethical standards.

4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being famous?

Let me see. I think when people become famous, they can easily get more wealth and
more satisfaction out of life. They can gain recognition from their peers and have access
to more opportunities and resources. On the other hand, they will have to pay a high
price as well. For example, they can’t spend much time with their family. Some of them

may get very depressed because of the stress from their work.

5. Why do most people want to be well known?

As I said before, once you become a celebrity, you will reap a lot of benefits, which an
ordinary person can’t even imagine.

. How do film stars affect your life?

I think they have an influence on us in every way. Language, fashion, music, or even our
diet. But apart from that, they become role models for us, especially teenagers.

7. Why do ordinary people want to know about famous people’s private affairs?

I guess this is human nature, isn’t it? If you are interested in a person, you will be curious
about their hobbies, lifestyles, and so on.

\
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5. Describe one of your neighbours.

You should say

who he /she is
what he / she looks like

whether you often see him /her

and whether he/she is a good neighbour.

I'd like to talk about my neighbour, professor Phan, who has lived next to us for
about ten years.

He used to be my father’s colleague and really looks like my father. He's not very
tall, about 170 centimetres at most, I think. It is very easy to recognise professor Phan
because he is bald on top and wears a pair of big glasses, which makes him look very
professional and knowledgeable. He's very nice, friendly, and easy-going. When you
have problems, he is the person you should turn to for he is intelligent and ready to
help.

Now we don’t see each other very often as I went to college in another city a few
years ago. But I visit him whenever I go back to my home town.

Personally, I guess he is the best neighbour that one can have. He has influenced me
a lot in learning English since my childhood. You know, in the 1980s when very few
people had TV, he was given one by a foreign friend. Every Sunday morning, I would
go to his house to watch a very popular English language teaching programme named
Follow Me. Apart from that, he often encouraged me when I felt bad or did a bad job
on an exam. I still remember he told me that as long as I tried, it did not matter what
result I got on the college entrance examinations. I wish I could become a professor
like him in the future.

Further questions

1. What is the difference between friends and neighbours?

It’s a little difficult to tell the difference between friends and neighbours. In my opinion,
I usually tell my friends about my secrets and share my happiness and sorrow with them.
However, I rarely do so with my neighbours. On the other hand, neighbours live close to

us and may help us whenever we need them while a friend may live far away. e
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2. Do you think it’s important to get along well with your neighbours?

Of course. We should get on well with our neighbours because we live in the community.

3. How can you keep a good relationship with your neighbours?

Well, it’s not difficult. We just treat them as our friends. We should visit them from time
to time, taking a bottle of wine or something with us. And I am sure that they will do
the same in return. If we have made a few dishes, why not ask them to our dinner? This
would be a good way of keeping a good relationship. Besides, it would be a great idea for
us and our neighbours to take a trip together. There’s nothing better to know each other

than exploring new places.

. How do people communicate with others at present?

Great changes have taken place in the past several decades. For example, ten years ago,
we liked to pay a visit to relatives and friends during the Tet holiday while now people
prefer to exchange New Year greetings via e-mails, cards, or text messages. Another
example is that in the past, Vietnamese people were interested in showing their hospital-
ity and friendliness by sending some home-cooked food to their neighbours, while now
people prefer to eat out even when friends visit.

6. Describe a child you are familiar with.
You should say
his / her name

how old he /she is

and what his/ her hobby is.

I would like to talk about my nephew, Bin. He is about 5 years old. He has big eyes.
He's a very lovely kid and always causes problems, you know, like most other children

at his age.

He has interests that we normally expect a five-year-old may have. He likes toy

cars, snack food, presents, and beautiful girls as well. But the thing he likes best is

cartoons. He's fascinated by the stories and the characters. I guess his favourite is

the Cartoon Network on Disney Channel, a sort of collection of cartoons of various

kinds. My nephew is keen on that programme and every time he comes back from
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the kindergarten, the first thing he does is to pick up a pack of corn chips and turn on
the TV and sit in front of it, waiting for the programme to begin. Sometimes he even

discusses the stories with his parents, who, every now and then, are quite impressed by

his wild ideas and sometimes plausible arguments.

Anyway, like many other kids of his age, the little naughty boy grows up very
happily.

Further questions

1. Who are happier, children nowadays or the ones 20 years ago?

I'm not very sure but I guess 20 years ago children were happier. Of course at that time,
kids didn’t have fast food like burgers or pizzas. They didn’t have elaborate birthday
parties or sophisticated toys. And they didn’t have to take a lot of exams, either. I think
even though children nowadays have easy access to all those luxuries, they have to face
more challenges as well.

2. What do you think of adolescent education in Vietnam?

It’s OK. But there’s too much rote learning and duck-feeding. Traditionally, the class-
room in Vietnam is teacher-centred rather than student-centred. Though there has been
much improvement, there’s still something wrong. I think apart from academic subjects,
schools should provide training that develops other dimensions of personal growth.

3. What are the effects of pressures exerted by teachers and parents?

Obviously both parents and teachers have a great influence on children. In Vietnam
today, there are still quite a number of teachers and parents who set too ambitious, if
not unrealistic goals for their children. Too much pressure can only stifle their interest in
studies.

4. What do you think of the problem that parents overindulge their children?

I think it’s a serious problem in Vietnam. The rise in the living standard only makes mat-
ters worse. Take my cousin as an example. He's the only child of his family and everyone
centres around him. The biggest problem that may arise is obviously children like my
cousin don’t have the opportunity to learn to survive independently, which is an essential
skill in an ever-changing society like Vietnam. Another problem is that they may become
too self-centred to care about other people.
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B. Places

7. Describe your favourite room or apartment.
You should say
where it is
how long you have lived there

what rooms and furniture it has

and explain why you like it.

My favourite apartment is my 2-bedroom apartment in Tan Binh District, where I
have lived for 4 years. I don’t have much furniture inside — two bookshelves, one table,
one desk, a few chairs, two couches and a bed. My apartment is the most appealing to
me for a few reasons.

First of all, I have a large living room which is consequently multifunctional. It
naturally serves as a place to receive guests, but at the same time, it is also my private
gym in which I do exercise to lose weight while watching TV. In addition, it is my café
and dining room as well.

Secondly, my soft and comfortable bed contributes a lot to my fondness for my
apartment. As everyone knows, people spend a lot of time sleeping which is very
important for the recovery of energy. As a result, bed selection should be done care-
fully. I chose a reasonably soft and large bed so that I can spread out fully while I am
resting.

Actually, I have listed only a few of all my reasons, but I am sure you have already
felt how much I love my apartment by the couple of points I said above.

Further questions

1. Do you live in the city or in the countryside? What are the advantages and disadvan-
tages of both areas?

I live in the city and I love the modern lifestyle. I know it’s very quiet in the countryside,
but it may be quite inconvenient when it comes to shopping, entertainment, and eating.
Of course, living in the city has its downsides, too. But overall, I think I am a city person.

\
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2. What is the difference between an old house and a modern house? Which one do you
prefer? Why?
I'm not an expert on architecture but since there are many old houses in my home town,
I think I can easily tell the differences when comparing them with the newly-built ones.
First of all, it’s the materials. Old houses usually have a wooden frame structure whereas
modern ones are built with concrete and steel, which makes them more sturdy. Secondly,
the old ones do not have modern facilities like central heating, security system, etc.,
I mean the things you can easily find in modern houses and skyscrapers. Personally,
despite the modern amenities, I still prefer the old ones because they can give me a feeling
that I'm back home.

3. Should the state provide cheap housing for low-income earners?

I feel it’s really the responsibility of the government to provide housing, just as they should

provide education, and ideally, health services. That’s one of the reasons why we pay taxes.

4. To what extent does climate determine the kind of house we build?

Well, in my view, climate probably has quite a lot to do with the way we design and build
our houses. For instance, in countries where it snows a lot, we can easily find houses built
with a steep roof so that snow can’t settle on the roof and, you know, damage the roof.
But in warm climates, houses are often built with a verandah to keep the sun out of the

rooms and to provide a cool place to sit there.

5. What will houses in the future be like?

It’s hard to imagine but one thing is for sure. I believe houses in the future will be envir-
onmentally friendly and energy-saving. For example, there will be some kind of equip-
ment that can transfer solar energy into electricity in every house. The electronic equip-

ment in it will depend on such energy instead of electricity provided by a power plant.

6. Should we preserve old buildings?

It depends. I think we should try our best to protect buildings of historical interest like
the City Museum or the Temple of Literature. The reason is that they are our cultural

heritage, and they provide us with a gateway to understanding Vietnamese architecture.
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8. Describe a natural place where you can relax.
You should say

where it is located
what kind of place it is

what you can do there

and explain why it is special to you.

I want to talk about Langbiang Hill, which is situated in Lam Dong province. It
is within splendid surroundings twelve kilometres from the centre of Da Lat City.
Although it is a little bit far from where I live, it is very convenient for me to get there,

going by motorcycle.

It is a beautiful natural scenery that is famous for its pine trees prevailing over the

whole area. Many people go there for the purpose of climbing and exercising. Last

time, I went there with my classmates before the National Day Holiday. We enjoyed
ourselves very much with the sightseeing and the fresh air that we seldom have now-
adays in the city. I have never climbed a hill or mountain before that. It was my first
time to have a try and I felt very excited, especially when I reached the top of Langbiang
Hill.

Standing on the top of the hill, I felt as if I were standing at the top of the world. Tt
made my mind more open and I could try to reflect on my life experience and think

about the things happening around me. It really made me feel relaxed and peaceful.

Further questions

1. What is dangerous to natural places?

I think there are two factors that are endangering natural places. First of all, many places
are being polluted, namely, water pollution, air pollution, and white pollution. Secondly,
many natural places are far from the city centre where most people live and work. Due to
long distances from, many people prefer to visit some places of interest near their home.
Without many people going there, these natural places may not get enough money for
maintenance, thus get deserted. I think that is something we definitely do not want to see.
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2. What kind of pollution is the public most concerned about?

I think many people are concerned about water pollution in Vietnam. For one thing, we
are suffering from water shortage and many people are wasting water and not aware of
the fact. Meanwhile, many factories let chemicals go into the rivers without restrictions.
This has caused severe water pollution in many areas.

3. What is your attitude to the environment?

I believe environmental protection is a necessity as well as a duty for everyone. Vietnam
has long been advocating sustainable development, which means that the development of
this generation will not cause damage to that of the next generation. I think that’s what
we should do.

4. What can you do for the environment?

I think we can do many things. Although we cannot launch some big projects to prevent
the environment from getting polluted, at least we can do some small things that can
beautify the surroundings, such as recycling waste paper, newspapers and batteries, not

wasting water or electricity, etc. We should change our lifestyle before it is too late.

5. What is different from your grandparents’ views on the environment and yours?

I don’t think my grandparents care so much about the environment as we young people
do. In their time, there were no environmental problems, at least not so severe as it is
now. As the country develops, there are many problems during the process. Addition-
ally, there is a lot of information about this heated topic. We are more familiar with the
issue and more aware of the current situation. That’s why we are more concerned about

environmental protection.

6. Why do you think people like to go to natural places?

Modern people are faced with too much pressure and competition from all sides in
terms of work, study, and relationship. A good way to relax is to go to natural places to
enjoy the beautiful scenery and fresh air. This will help them temporarily forget all their
troubles in life. There is nothing to worry about but relax. They get more refreshed and

better prepared for their work or study afterwards.

7. Do you think people should be charged when coming to natural places?

I think it is necessary. The government may need money to maintain those places and to
improve the facilities there. Consequently, people can better enjoy themselves there and

it can also help effectively regulate the place.
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Describe a historical building,
You should say

what it is and where it is
when it was built
what kind of building it is

and explain why you like to talk about it.

Well, the historical building I had a chance to visit is the Temple of Literature,
which is one of the most famous old structures in Vietnam, and it is also the must-see
travel destination for almost all visitors who arrive in Hanot, the capital of Vietnam.

The temple was built in 1070 at the time of King Ly Thanh Tong. Then, it was
reconstructed during the Tran dynasty (1225-1400) and in subsequent dynasties.
The temple is located to the south of Thang Long Citadel. It was originally built as
a university dedicated to Confucius, scholars, and sages. This building is extremely
well preserved and is a superb example of traditional-style Vietnamese architecture.
Despite wars and disasters, the ancient architectural styles of many dynasties as well as
precious relics can easily be seen. It shows one of the most typical architectural styles
in Vietnam, composed of wood and tiles. Along the paths are hundred-year-old trees
that have witnessed ups and downs of history.

I'd like to talk about the Temple of Literature for a few reasons. Firstly, the Temple
of Literature is an amazing and magnificent building. It is one of several temples in
Vietnam with “Quoc Tu Giam” or the Imperial Academy, which was built inside
the temple. The stone statues and inscriptions dotted throughout the temple still
retain many of their original features as the most renowned landmark of academia in
Vietnam. I've been there once to visit and explore the Vietnam’s first national univer-
sity. Visiting the Temple of Literature, which has now become a memorial to educa-
tion and literature, I have discovered historical buildings in a revered place that saw
thousands of doctors graduate.

Besides, I also feel that the Temple of Literature is the symbol of Vietnamese
culture. Originally the university only accepted aristocrats, the elite, and royal family
members as students before eventually opening its doors to brighter “commoners”.
Successful graduates had their names engraved on a stone stele which can be found on
top of the stone turtles. That's why we're all proud of this ancient structure.
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More importantly, I believe that the Temple of Literature is attractive for visitors
from all over the world. This historical site is ranked as one of Hanoi’s most important
cultural places and is steeped in Vietnamese history. And I'm convinced that if you

ever go there, you'll definitely be impressed and amazed.

In summary, those are the reasons why when it comes to old buildings, the Temple

of Literature is the first one that comes up into my mind.

Further questions

1. How do people in your country feel about protecting historical buildings?

People have begun to realise the importance of protecting historical buildings. Historical
buildings are a precious heritage of significant historic values that reflect the culture of a
people with a 4,000 years’ history. People feel the necessity to protect historical buildings
because they are tired of the identical, block-like, unfriendly concrete skyscrapers.

2. Do you think an area can benefit from having an interesting historical place? In what
way?
Sure. I believe an interesting historical place passes on the culture of its people. It inspires
people’s interest in history. People learn history while visiting these places. It also serves
as a good example to promote people’s consciousness of the need to protect historical
places. Historical sites are also good resources for tourism. Local people can benefit a lot
economically if a site attracts many tourists. However, the important point is that people

have to protect it.

3. What do you think will happen to historical places or buildings in the future?

As our country is under large-scale construction, many historical places or buildings may
be torn down. Some may disappear due to the neglect of protection and repair. Though
some people have begun to realise the importance of protecting historical places, it is
still not an issue that draws great attention from the general public. In addition, we have
had little policy support or the authority has not got enough money for the protection of
heritage sites. When people fully realise what they have lost, it is too late.

4. You mentioned history. How were you taught history when you were at school?

History was a subject that we had to learn in order to sit for history examinations. We

Just read lots of books and listened to the history teacher. This is mostly a passive way of
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learning. We were told to remember historical figures, events, and other facts. We learnt
mechanically, and we were not really interested in those numerous facts. Also, we were
given little chance to analyse what lay behind historical events,

5. Are there other ways people can learn about history, apart from learning at school?

The Internet is a quick and convenient way to access abundant information and vivid
pictures, but the information may not be well organised. People feel at a loss dealing with
too much information. I think one good way to learn about history is watching serious
historical newsreels. Visual images can inspire people’s interest in learning. Historical
places and cultural relics are things that can teach us a lot about history. People often
easily know more about the past and feel proud when they visit historical places.

6. Do you think history will still be a school subject in the future?

I guess so, but I hope it will be taught in a much more interesting way than it is now-
adays. Besides, it will not be just the boring and compulsory reciting of historical facts. It
is going to exist as a school subject because younger generations should know something
about what happened to their nation and the world in the past. They can observe present
reality better if they learn about history. There are many other ways to learn history, but
we have to admit that school is the place where history can reach the largest number of
young people. The subject should inspire interest in the past, not stifle it.

10. Deseribe your favourite park or garden.
You should say
where it is
what you see

what you do in it

and explain why you like this park or garden.

Well, I am going to talk about a small park near where I live. It is a very quiet and
lovely place.

The park is within walking distance from the apartment building I live in. The park
is a square-shaped one. The best part of it is an open-air patch of land in the middle,
which may serve as a dancing ball in the evening, attracting quite a lot of old people
from around the park. In the southeastern corner of the park, there’s a small piece of
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land with pebbles on it, where people can walk on barefooted. It's very much like a
massage for our feet and it feels good. My mum loves that! But what I like best is the
sports facilities in one corner of the park. Every morning when I get up, I usually take
a walk in the park and do exercise. It’s a fresh start, isn’t it?

Of course, there are other reasons I like this park. It is also a very good meeting
place for the neighbourhoods around it. The busiest time in the park probably is the
morning. There are quite a lot of people and a lot of talking and laughing, which is
quite good, I think. Nowadays, many people have a very busy lifestyle, they don’t even
have time to talk much outside of the office. Therefore, the park provides a fantastic
opportunity for people to talk and to get to know each other.

Further questions

1. Is it necessary to have your own garden?

It isn’t necessary but it would be lovely if I could. It would be a wonderful place for BBQ,
wouldn’t it?

2. What would you use a garden for?

First of all, I would plant some trees and flowers. Gardening can be a great way to relax,
you know. Second, a garden would be a good place where I can read, listen to music or
simply take a nap.

3. What is the influence of parks on our life?

Parks can be perfect getaways in cities. Plus, it is said they are also good for the urban

ecosystem because they can absorb heat and greenhouse emissions.

4. What do people often grow in the garden?
In Vietnam, people often grow various flowers like roses and daisies. I guess if I had a
garden, my mum would definitely grow a lot of vegetables. She used to do that when
she was a child.
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11. Describe your favourite shopping centre.
You should say
what it is
where it is located

what you can buy there

and explain why you like it.

['m not quite keen on shopping actually, so I don’t know much about those fancy

rtment stores in Ho Chi Minh City. If I have to go shopping, it’s for daily neces-

sities like food and shampoo, and things like that. The supermarket where I do most of

my shopping is Big C, a chain supermarket, I suppose.
[t’s not very far from the place where I live. It’s within walking distance.

As I told you, I go to Big C mainly for things I need every day. Big C has everything
one may expect of a big supermarket: rows and rows of shelves, full of beautifully pack-

aged stuff. One can get anything they need.

I quite like this supermarket. First, it takes / five minutes to get there. No one
likes one that takes them an hour at least simply to get there. Second, Big C has every-
thing I need. It's like a one-stop thing. T don’t have to buy groceries in one shop and
CDs in another. It's quite convenient, especially for those like me,; who don’t want to
waste a lot of time shopping. There’s another reason why [ like it. There are quite a
number of fast food restaurants and bookshops near the entrance. So if [ feel tired, 1

can have something to eat or pick up a book and have a nice cup of coffee. I like that.

Further questions

1. Why are there a lot of big stores?

As competition is fierce in modern societies, shop owners are trying every means to cut
costs in order to get greater profits. The mode of operation employed by big stores may
guarantee this and thus more big stores appear.
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2. What are the main differences between small stores and big stores?

There are a lot of differences between small stores and big stores. Big stores provide a
greater variety of goods while the choices are limited when one goes shopping in a small
store. In addition, big stores make more ads than small stores and prices are lower in big
stores than in small stores.

3. Do you think small stores will disappear in the future?

Well, it’s hard to say. You know, small stores have their own advantages. For example, it
is easier to run a small store than a big one for it occupies less space. Investment may be
smaller and the risks may be lower.

4. What do you think is the best way to advertise?

TV or newspapers, | suppose. Both of them are the most popular mass media among
people. TV commercials can provide a vivid image of stores while newspapers carry

more information.

5. What are the differences between men and women when they go shopping?

Well, women like window shopping. They rarely make a sudden decision to buy some-
thing and are interested in comparing prices at different places. As for men, what they
are concerned about most is the quality and how soon they can get it. As a result, men
usually go directly to a certain store and make their purchasing decision as soon as they
think the products are of good quality.

6. What do you think of online shopping?

Well, the most important advantage of Internet shopping is convenience. People usually
do online shopping from their homes or offices to save time and the hassle of going to
a mall. The disadvantage of online shopping is that computer images of products can
hardly compare with piles of racked and shelved clothes that can be touched for quality
and tried on for comfort.

7. What do you think of the use of credit cards?

First of all, there’s the advantage of convenience. We don’t have to carry a lot of cash
along. They are also good for organising our budgets. If I charge everything each month,
I'll have a complete record along with my checking account of where my money went.
However, one huge disadvantage of credit cards is that because it’s so convenient, it is

easy to make purchases and start buying things that we cannot afford to.
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C. Objects & Animals

12. Describe a toy that you have received which is very important to you.
You should say

what the toy is
who gave it to you
when the person gave it to you

and explain why the toy means so much to you.

The toy I am going to talk about is very special to me. It is a doll I used to play with
for quite a long time.

My parents gave it to me when I was four as a birthday present. I consider it special
because it was a very high-tech doll at that time and I was very proud of it. It would cry
if I hit it or accidentally dropped it. Interestingly, when I put a kind of dummy into its
mouth, it would immediately stop crying. Then, I let go of the dummy, it would laugh
happily. Sometimes, it would make some noises like a real baby.

It brought a lot of fun into my childhood. At that time, not many kids had this
kind of doll and I liked to show it to my friends in the kindergarten. It made me a star
among the children and sometimes, we would play with the doll together. It is the first
present that my parents bought me and it means a lot to me. Although it can cry or
laugh no more, I still keep it. Every time I see it, I remember the happy times playing
with it and the smiles on my parents’ face.

Further questions

1. What are the differences between the toys which boys like to play with and those

girls like to play with in your opinion?

Usually, boys like to play war games with model guns, shouting at and killing their
enemies. Boys are fascinated with video games. They like to collect sort of game cards
and compete with each other. Boys like to play the games that girls often regard as some-
what violent. On the contrary, girls like to play quietly with their dolls, with each other,
or alone. Girls like to play something close to real life. Someone acts as a father and
another one acts as a mother, with a doll as their child. They have some small things like

’\\\_\' . spoons, bowls, dishes, towels, bikes, cars, and so on.
q
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2. What role do toys play?

First of all, children consider toys as their companies. In big cities, some families have just
one child. People don’t live together with other relatives as-they used to and parents are
often out working. Therefore, kids are often left alone at home. In this case, toys are very
important to them as a kind of companion. Secondly, many toys are made to develop
children’s intellect and interest, thus lay the foundation for their future study and work.
Those toys are designed to train children’s ability and to exercise their hands and even
the whole body.

3. What kinds of toys do Vietnamese children usually play?

Boys like to play with toy guns, toy cars, and robots with a remote control. They like to
play ball games and video games. Meanwhile, girls like to play with dolls and they like to
play something close to real life with their peers. Many children nowadays are fascinated

with computer games. A computer to them is like a toy, not a tool any more.

4. Has there been any change for the last 20 years?
Yes, definitely. Firstly, children have more choices now. There are millions of kinds of
toys they can choose from. Secondly, the quality is becoming better and better. As a
matter of fact, toy manufacturers take into consideration the safety of their products.
Thirdly, more and more toys are serving as a tool to train children’s ability. Children can

learn things while they are playing with toys.

13. Describe a book or story vou read when you were a child.
You should say

what the name of the book is
who gave it to you

what it was about

and what influence it has had on you.

Well, 1 would like to tell you something about The Children’s Encyclopaedia, or
literally, The One Hundred Thousand Questions. 1 read it when I was a kid.

I got this set of books as a birthday gift from my father when I was 6 years old.

As you can guess from the name, the set of books covers many areas that a child
might be curious about. It taught me about geography, biology, chemistry, and physics.

Of course, at that time I wasn’t able to distinguish the difference between the subjects, .
/
¢
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but the books attracted me so much as a collection of the natural mysteries in my
eyes. I loved these books and read them whenever I could. Never before had I been so
attracted to a set of books. Besides reading the books, I also carried out the experiments
mentioned in the books. Until now, I can still remember the feeling of satisfaction
when I had first lit up a light by connecting wires and batteries.

This set of books has had a great impact on me. It proves that my frequent access
to the books not only cultivated at a very early age my interest in natural sciences, but
also helped me build strong experimental skills through the hands-on experience. Yes,
The Children’s Encyclopaedia definitely is the set of books I liked reading most when
I was a child.

Further questions

1. When do Vietnamese children usually start reading? Reading what books? Why?

I think if I'm right, Vietnamese children, like children of other countries, generally start
reading at four or five. For them, parents usually select easy cartoon books as they can
draw children’s attention and they're easier for them to understand. Later, there are
plenty of choices for children: books of Anderson’s tales, fairy tales, easy Vietnamese

poems, and so on. These are among children’s favourite.

. What games do Vietnamese children usually do to help them read?

Well, I think in many kindergartens and schools, children are often invited to do role-play
and acting to help them read. They can make reading interesting and will help children
have a better understanding about the stories.

. What do you think of starting to read at a very early age? Is it good or bad? What are

the ways to solve the negative impacts if there are some?

It’s hard to give an absolute “Yes™ or “No” answer to this question. Starting to read at
a very early age can be highly appreciated if it is carried out smoothly and properly. It is
widely known that the early intellectual development is crucial for a child’s growth. There-
fore, proper amount of reading for young kids is very welcome. However, this shouldn’t
be overdone. After all, people should have laughter and happy memories besides books.

So I think if properly managed, starting to read at an early age is good for children.

. What do you think of the Internet’s impact on reading?

The Internet has influenced reading significantly. Before, people read things printed on

paper such as books, newspapers, letters, and so on. Now, people have abundant access to
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electronic information. We read through the computer screen: PDF files, e-mails, online
downloadable newspapers, etc. This has not only brought us great convenience, but also
saved us lots of paper. Well, I'm satisfied with the changes the Internet has brought to
our reading habits, though there is still space for improvement on Internet reading.

5. Do you prefer the traditional way of reading or online reading?

I think I like both of them. There are different aims for different reading. If I'm to read
for a recreational purpose, I would choose to have a book in my hands, sitting comfort-
ably, and enjoy the book in a relaxing way. However, if I'm to read for a paper task, I
would choose online reading, because software is capable of finding the exact informa-
tion I would like to find in an e-book. That is obviously much more convenient than
searching information through index. Therefore, I think it really depends on an actual
situation to decide which one to choose.

6. Through what way, do you think, can make people enjoy reading?

My advice for this problem is to read what you like and what you are familiar with. There
is an old saying that interest is the best teacher. Interest, as I see it, is the most important
factor for readers. Only by having an interest can people have initiatives to read on their
relevant topics. Therefore, to begin with, the most interesting topic will help people enjoy
reading.

7. Will the way people read change in the future? What kind of changes will there be?

I expect there will be changes in the way people read in the future. As the Internet is
developing rapidly, in the near future, e-books should be much more popular than they
are today. It is possible that online reading will replace printed books, becoming the most
important source of reading. I also expect the advent of audio textbooks so that it is more
convenient for people to read. At that time, people will be able to listen to these books

when they drive to work or do exercise. That is quite a fancy picture.

8. What kinds of books do people prefer when they are at different ages? What will you
prefer reading when you are old?

Well, I suppose people do have different preferences over books when they grow. Young
people like me may enjoy reading adventure stories. Middle-aged people will have pref-
erences over love stories. I guess when people grow older, they may like reading stories
they read when they were young. It’s like a kind of nostalgic state of mind. To me, I think
when I become old, as I've just mentioned, I'll probably re-read my old books to refresh

the good feelings and happy memories.
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14. Describe the clothes /jewelry on your special oceasions.
You should say
what it is
who bought it for you

on what occasions you wear it

and explain why vou wear it on such occasions.

It is an Esprit jean mini-skirt I bought for myself as a birthday gift in the first year

of my college life.

[ wear it on my birthdays, of course. I need to keep the special moments when [ am
still young enough to wear a mini-skirt. Since I have fallen in love with playing tennis,
[ usually wear it when playing tennis with my friends on a summer afternoon. Mini-
skirt, beautiful sunshine, energetic girls, all these convince me that we are young and
we can enjoy every minute of our life. Besides, girls like to show their slender legs, and
a mini-skirt is the best choice. When invited to an informal party, wearing a mini-skirt

makes me feel like a princess, especially when a boy asks me to dance,

I feel confident when wearing my skirt, so every time I am hosting a school
ceremony, I wear it. Though everybody is looking at me, all my nervousness will be
gone. I believe confidence, youth and passion are the spirit of Esprit jeans. When I feel

low, I will walk alone on campus in my mini-skirt, thinking about happy memories.

Further questions

1. Talk about the style of a kind of clothes.

Clothes worn by hip-hop singers are now quite popular among young people. This kind
of clothes looks special for its large and loose style. The colour of the clothes is simple,
mainly black and white. It emphasises the unique character of a new generation and
stands for a street culture which is passionate and dynamic. Young people declare their
identity by wearing this kind of clothes.
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2. Do you think clothing now is more important than before? Why?

Yes, it is much more important than before. Clothing is not for the simple purpose of keep-
ing warm any more. It is something people wear to show their status, character and taste.
People care about what to wear on different occasions because they believe dressing prop-
erly will leave a good impression on others. Some people even say that we are what we wear.

3. What type of clothing do you wear in different occasions?

Basically, I prefer clothes of simple styles such as jeans and T-shirts when I am on campus
or with my friends. But when attending parties or formal get-togethers, I will choose
dresses and high-heeled shoes. We’d better wear a suit or a white blouse when we go to
work because it looks efficient and capable. Girls are usually dressed in a lady-like way
when with their boyfriends.

4. What information can you find in another person’s clothing?

We can read a lot from a person’s clothing because, to some extent, the way people dress
reflects their personalities, tastes and attitudes towards life. People 